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Juvenile Roseate Spoonbill at Goethals Bridge Porid, Staten Island, New
York, 20 August 1993. Photograph by Chris Aquila.
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF NEW YORK RARITIES 56:
ROSEATE SPOONBILL ON STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK

LORNA AND ERIC SALZMAN

On 20 August 1992, at approximately 11 AM while conducting a
survey of the Harbor Herons sites on Staten Island, Richmond County,
New York, Lorna Salzman and Carolyn Summers of the New York City
Department of Environmental Protection observed a juvenile Roseate
Spoonbill (Ajaia ajaja) at Goethals Bridge Pond. The spoonbill was first
seen resting on a mud flat. Its head was completely feathered. Its overall
coloration was white with pink wings, paler on top, seemingly deeper
underneath. Its was comparable in size to a Great Egret and noticeably
larger than nearby Snowy Egret. Its bill, at first hidden in the back
feathers, eventually was displayed and its characteristic shape seen well;
the bill color was a strong yellow, almost orange toward the tip in some
lights. The legs were grayish and the bird was unbanded. Although the
bird spent much of its time roosting with its bill tucked into its back
feathers, it did show a typically “frenzied” feeding activity later in the
day. The spoonbill appeared to be in good plumage and a check of local
collections produced no indication of lost or escaped spoonbills. The
species apparently has not been bred in captivity and it is almost certain
this juvenile was a wild bird. Its appearance preceded even the
beginnings of hurricane Andrew and does not seem to have been
connected with any storm. Salzman and Summers were accompanied by
Dana Lee of the Natural Resources Unit and Sheila Metcalf of the -
Department of City Planning. The bird was photographed extensively
roosting and feeding that afternoon by Chris Aquila of the New York City
Parks Department.

The spoonbill was rediscovered the following morning on the edge of
nearby Prall’s Island. At 11:15 it returned to the pond where it perched on
a half-submerged supermarket cart 100 feet or less from shore, where it
was observed and photographed by a number of birders. It apparently
divided most of its time between these two sites. Reports of its
appearance on a nearby creek were not confirmed. Local residents, some
of whom appeared to be able to distinguish the spoonbill from the many
egrets and herons that frequent the area, reported that the bird had been
present for some time before 20 August. There also were several reports
of a second, adult bird. While there is no evidence for the presence of a
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second bird, it is likely that the immature bird was present for an
undetermined period before it was documented.

Salzman and Summers originally were alerted to the possible
presence of something unusual by a local crabber’s account of a “pink
swan” that landed on nearby Saw Mill Creek, a description that
suggested the bird’s size (on the order of a Great, not a Snowy, Egret) as
well as the prominent pink underwing coloration and extended-neck
profile. The bird was last seen briefly on 5 September, when it was
reported to have been scared off by an exploding tire on a vehicle on the
nearby bridge approach! Ironically, the New York City area had
previously been flooded with false spoonbill alarms due to the dispersal
of Snowy Egret that had been dyed pink by a researcher in New Jersey,
and whose presence complicated determination of locations and
numbers in the summer-long spate of “spoonbill” reports. As of now,
only the one bird and two locations have been confirmed.

This is the first New York State record of Roseate Spoonbill, which is
rare anywhere north of peninsular Florida and the Gulf Coast.
Spoonbills occasionally wander north of their breeding range to western
and central North America, but there are extraordinarily few records
from the Northeast or, for that matter, anywhere on the Atlantic Coast
north of the Carolinas, and many of the handful of older reports can not
be confirmed. A juvenile spoonbill spent much of the summer of 1992 in
North Carolina and a possible second bird was also reported. There is a
single accepted Maryland record from Smith Island, Chesapeake Bay, in
the late 1970s, an unconfirmed Delaware report from August 1992, and a
Pennsylvania specimen taken in 1843 that is almost entirely innocent of
any documentation. There apparently are no accepted records for
Virginia, New Jersey, New England or Atlantic Canada. Recent
appearances of Reddish Egret on Jamaica Bay in May 1991, and on
Martha’s Vineyard and Cape Cod during the summer of 1992 (these last
reports presumably of a single bird) are of a species whose North
American range and propensity for wandering are very similar to the
Roseate Spoonbill’s.

Goethals Bridge Pond is owned and managed by the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation. It is a shallow, brackish
pond surrounded by Phragmites and has extensive growths of Rose
Mallow and Saltmarsh Fleabane at its edges. It is an excellent site for
shorebirds and herons. Among the species observed or reported on the
pond during the spoonbill’s visit were Marbled Godwit, Red Phalarope,
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Pectoral and White-rumped Sandpipers. About 40% of the breeding
herons in the Connecticut/New York/New Jersey region breed and feed
on New York City wetlands. Prall’s Island and the extensive adjacent
wetlands are part of the Harbor Herons, a project that protects not just
the heronries but also the adjacent feeding grounds. In addition to the
herons and cormorants, Harbor Herons researchers recently have found
several marsh species, including Seaside and Sharp-tailed Sparrows and
Clapper Rail, breeding in the tidal wetlands in Richmond County. These
are the first confirmed records of the latter for Staten Island and the
harbor area since the 1930s.
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CASPIAN TERN NESTING AT LITTLE GALLOO ISLAND:
A NEW NESTING SPECIES FOR NEW YORK STATE

D.V. Cuip WEsSeLOH! AND HANS BLOKPOEL?

Since at least the days of Eaton (1910), in New York State the Caspian
Tern (Sterna caspia) has been described as a transient or migrant on its
way to breeding or wintering grounds. More recently, Bull (1974) listed
it as a non-breeding species of the “cosmopolitan element” along with
such species as the Northern Gannet (Sula bassanus), the Black-necked
Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus) and the Gull-billed Tern (Sterna nilotica).
However, since this species historically nested on Salmon Island
(Merriman 1932), and since at least the 1960s in good numbers on
Pigeon Island, both on the Ontario side of eastern Lake Ontario
(Blokpoel and Scharf 1991), nesting attempts in the New York portion of
Lake Ontario would not be totally unexpected.

On 21 June 1986, during the course of contaminant related studies of
colonial birds breeding on Little Galloo Island, DVW observed 160 adult
Caspian Terns on the westsouthwest portion of the island. On closer
inspection, he found that the terns were nesting. At the time, this
constituted a new nesting species for New York state. Mike Peterson,
who visited the tern colony with him on 7 July 1986, has given a brief
synopsis of this nesting record (Peterson, 1988). This note, albeit several
years after the discovery, provides details of that first nesting and
comments on its significance.

LITTLE GALLOO ISLAND

Little Galloo Island is located in the United States portion of eastern
Lake Ontario, off Sacketts and Henderson Harbors, Jefferson County.
Belknap (1968) described the island as follows:

Little Galloo Island, about 43 acres in extent, lies near the eastern

_ end of Lake Ontario some 5 1/2 miles from the mainland. Roughly
oval, it is three-sevenths of a mile in the longer dimension. The
island is composed of rock with a thin covering of soil. Grass and
weeds constitute much of the vegetation. The number of trees is
limited and these are mainly around the perimeter. The interior
resembles a level, grassy meadow.

This description was still valid for 1986, except that most of the trees
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had died and toppled. The few trees left standing at the time of this
writing (1992) included a few ashes (Fraxinus sp.) and Manitoba Maples
(Acer negundo) on the south and southwest shore, a distinctive clump of
four oaks (Quercus sp.) on the southsoutheast shore and 2-3 dozen
Hackberry Trees (Celtus occldentalis) on the east end of the island.

The island has a long history of nesting by colonial water birds
including Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax), Cattle
Egret (Bubulcus ibis), Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus),
Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis), Herring Gull (L. argentatus), Great
Black-backed Gull (L. marinus) and Common Tern (Sterna hirundo)
(Blokpoel and Weseloh 1982). A complete nest census, carried out in 1981
showed that the Ring-billed Gull (almost 74,000 nests) was by far the
most common breeder, as all other species had fewer than 500 nests
(Blokpoel and Weseloh 1982).

Between 1979 and 1985 DVW visited Little Galloo Island 14 times
during the 1 May - 31 July period in six of seven years. In each year, he
and at least one other observer walked the entire perimeter of the island
at least once and the island was completely censused in 1981 (Blokpoel
and Weseloh 1982). During that time he never observed Caspian Terns
on the island.

RESULTS IN 1986

In 1986, DVW visited Little Galloo Island on nine dates: 17 and 23
April, 14 May, 19, 21, 22 and 26 June and 2 and 7 July. Caspian Tern was
not noticed on the island until 21 June but the specific area in which they
nested had not been visited until that date. At all times the terns were
extremely quiet and their presence was not noticed until the observer
was within about 100 m of the nesting area.

The terns nested on the extreme west southwest side of the island,
approximately 50 m inland from a stone beach ridge and 55-60 m from
the water’s edge. The substrate was firm, but not dried, soil/mud (see
below) with some vegetative plant growth, e.g., mustard (Cruciferae).
Ring-billed Gull nested loosely along the perimeter of the tern nesting
area on the east side. Double-crested Cormorant nested quite densely on
the ground 20 m to the northwest. Other nesting colonial water birds on
the island -were Herring and. Great Black-backed Gulls, Black-crowned
Night-Heron and Cattle Egret. In DVW’s estimation, the numbers of
these other colonial water birds in 1986 had not changed dramatically
from the census of 1981, except the cormorant numbers had increased
from 461 to 1468 nests.
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Table 1. Results of counts of nests and contents of Casplan Tern nests
on Little Galloo Island, 1986.

Nest Contents 22 June 7 July*
Oeggs 2 3
legg 26 36
2 eggs 55 69
3 eggs 4 2
1 chick 5 2
2 chicks 4 0
Total 96 112

* On 2 July, 109 nests were counted

Caspian Tern nests were not counted on 21 June but DVW returned
on 22 June and on 7 July and counted all Caspian Tern present, their
nests and contents (Table 1). A total of 160 adults were recorded on the
colony site on 22 June. The average clutch size of nests with eggs was
1.74 on 22 June (N = 85) and 1.68 on 7 July (N = 107). There were already
small chicks (up to about one week old) present on 22 June, suggesting
that the first eggs had been laid about 23 May (cf. Peck and James 1983).
The maximum number of Caspian Tern nests recorded on Little Galloo
Island in 1986 was 112 on 7 July.

DISCUSSION

A few aspects of the colonization of Little Galloo Island by the
Caspian Tern deserve further comment. Regarding nest chronology, in
1986 Caspian Terns nested later (first eggs laid about 23 May) at Little
Galloo Island than at Pigeon Island, 8 km to the north, where eggs were
in evidence on 7 May (DVW, pers. obs.). New or first time colonies often
show delayed breeding phenology compared to more established
colonies (Gochfeld 1980; Ryder 1980).

The number of Caspian Tern at Little Galloo Island in its initial year
(112) is much greater than that for other new colonies. For five other
colonies on Lakes Ontario and Huron where the number of nests in the
colony’s first'year was known, the average colony size was 21 nests
with a range 4 to 48 (Table 2). The large number of Caspian Tern could
perhaps be explained as birds displaced from another colony and
resettled en masse, or that a large group of new recruits (presumably
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Table 2. Numbers of nests at six Caspian Tern colonies on the Great
Lakes during the colonies’ first years.

Site Lake* Year Nests Source

Eastern Headland O 1976 7 Fetterolf and Blokpoel 1983
Goose Island H 1982 4 Scharf and Shugart 1983
Black River Island H 1982 6 Scharf and Shugart 1983
Channel-Shelter Island H 1982 38 Scharf and Shugart 1983
Hamilton Harbour @) 1986 48 Dobos et al. 1988

Little Galloo Island @) 1986 112 This study

*O = Lake Ontario, H = Lake Huron

largely born on Lake Ontario) was ready to breed but could not establish
territories at known colonies in Lake Ontario or that pre-1986 nesting
was not noted because the terns stayed put during DVW’s earlier visits
(an unlikely scenario).

It is also remarkable that a large number of terns was able to colonize
an island that, to our eyes, was already “saturated” with nesting gulls. In
1981, we counted over 73,000 Ring-billed Gull nests at Little Galloo
Island. That number did not appear to have changed much between then
and 1986. The island’s entire surface area was occupied by nesting
colonial birds at various densities. In a dense Ring-billed Gull colony at
the Eastern Headland at Toronto, the increasing numbers of Ring-billed
Gull appear to have simply taken over a Caspian Tern colony site with
nearly 200 nests and eventually forced the terns to go elsewhere
(Blokpoel and Scharf 1991). One might, therefore, ask how could Caspian
Tern establish a foothold in such a dense Ring-billed Gull colony at Little
Galloo Island? This potential problem seems to have been circumvented
by opportunistic timing and placement of the tern nests. The nesting
colony was located primarily along the north shore of a small shallow
pond, where the water level had been dropping as the summer
progressed. Hence, there were few (if any) Ring-billed Gull nesting in the
immediate vicinity of the lagoon because dry ground had not been
available earlier in the season. Also, although the first Caspian Tern eggs
were probably laid about 23 May, the majority of clutches were probably
not laid until some time, perhaps at least a week, later, i.e., 30 May, based
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on the age of the few young and the clutch size distribution observed on
22 June. Most Caspian Tern nests were on recently dried out mud. By
late May many of the Ring-billed Gull that may have been nesting in or
close to the area had hatched their young. After hatch, territories of
Ring-billed Gull become somewhat “mobile” and defense of nests and
territories is less intense. Hence, it may have been through a
combination of the terns’ nest site selection at the area of receding water
and their delayed egg laying, which coincided with the hatching of
Ring-billed Gull eggs, that allowed Caspian Tern to become established.

Since 1986 the colony has been active each year (DVW, pers. obs.). In
1990 there were 640 adults present in the colony and in 1991 there were
576 adults (Gerry Smith and Bob Miller, pers. comm.). If we assume that
all adults were nesting and that both mates of all nests were present,
there were 320 and 288 nests in 1990 and 1991, respectively, a large
increase since 1986. On 3 June 1992, J. Neuman (pers. comm.) counted
555 active Caspian Tern nests on Little Galloo Island and 523 nests on
Pigeon island. The Little Galloo colony is now one of the largest on Lake
Ontario.

Little Galloo Island site was not the only new Caspian Tern colony to
be established on Lake Ontario in 1986. A second new colony, bringing
the lake’s total then to four, was discovered at Hamilton Harbour at the
west end of Lake Ontario (R. Curry, pers. comm.; Dobos et al. 1988). The
other sites active in 1986 were The Eastern Headland at Toronto
(Fetterolf and Blokpoel 1983; Blokpoel and Scharf 1991) and Pigeon
Island off Kingston (Weir 1989; DVW, pers. obs.).

As a noteworthy aside, in 1986 the water bird colonies at both Little
Galloo Island and Hamilton Harbour each supported seven species of
nesting colonial water birds. Five species nested at both sites: Double-
crested Cormorant, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Ring-billed and
Herring Gulls and Caspian Tern. At Little Galloo there were also Great
Black-backed Gull and Cattle Egret. At Hamilton Harbour, Common
Tern and Snowy Egret (Egretta thula) also nested (DVW, pers. obs.;
Dobos et al. 1988). To the best of our knowledge, this is the greatest
number of colonial water bird species to nest on any single
island /peninsula on the Great Lakes in one year. Little Galloo Island,
with its longstanding and diverse assemblage of colonial water birds, is
a regionally important site and deserves protection.
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ERYTHRISTIC NORTHERN ORIOLES
KENNETH C. PARKES

Erythrism is defined as abnormally reddish coloration. In two modern
reference works on birds (Terres 1980; Campbell and Lack 1985),
erythrism is attributed to an abnormal change from a black or dark
brown melanin pigment to a chestnut-red melanin; examples are given
from the Scolopacidae and Phasianidae. In addition, Terres calls the red
morph of screech-owls erythrism; this hardly seems appropriate, as there
is nothing abnormal about red morph screech-owls. In the venerable
predecessor of the Campbell and Lack work (Newton and Gadow 1896),
however, erythrism is defined as “the abnormal occurrence of red,
mostly confined to originally yellow or orange feathers, occasionally
produced by abnormal food...” This phenomenon is exemplified by the
abnormal rectrix color in Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) that have
ingested certain honeysuckle berries that contain the red pigment
rhodoxanthin (see Mulvihill et al. 1992), although in most individuals the
color is not intense enough to be called red.

On 3 September 1985, while netting and banding migrants on Great
Gull Island, at the eastern end of Long Island Sound, NY, I collected a
female Northern (Baltimore) Oriole (Icterus galbula galbula) in first Basic
plumage (HY) that exhibits the kind of erythrism described by Newton
and Gadow. In normal females of this age, the throat varies from pale
yellow to almost white; the breast color is not matched exactly by any
colors in Smithe (1975, 1981), but is perhaps nearest to Yellow Ocher,
123C, of Smithe (1981). This color varies in its posterior extent; in some
individuals it extends well down the abdomen, while in others it gives
way to gray, slightly washed with yellow, at the edge of the lower breast.
In the Great Gull Island bird, the base color of the throat is white, the
feathers tipped with yellow; that of the breast is a somewhat brighter
yellow than the normal Yellow Ocher (unmatched in Smithe), and the
yellow extends all the way to the undertail coverts. The feathers of the
sides of the breast, and a few in the center of the breast and the abdomen,
are tipped with a color between Chrome Orange (17) and Flame Scarlet
(16) of Smithe (1975). The yellow under tail coverts are lightly washed
with this color. On the dorsal surface, the only feathers washed with red
are a few on each side of the crown just above the eyes, and about a third
of the feathers of the rump and upper tail coverts. In addition, the left 4th
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rectrix is heavily washed with red, contrasting strongly With the
adjacent greenish rectrices. On the right side, rectrix 4 is about 1.5 mm
shorter than rectrix 3 and 1 mm longer than rectrix 5. The red rectrix,
although apparently not sheathed at the base, is 6 mm shorter than the
adjacent rectrix 3 and 4.5 mm shorter than the adjacent rectrix 5. It also
has the broad shape of an adult rectrix rather than the narrower shape
of the adjacent feathers. It undoubtedly represents a replacement for an
accidentally lost rectrix; it is common for such replacement feathers to
resemble in color and/or shape the feather that would normally appear
at the next molt (pers. obs.).

I have searched without success for other erythristic Northern
Orioles in the collections of the National and Delaware Museums of
Natural History (and a few small collections not specified in my notes).
There are three such specimens in the American Museum of Natural
History (AMNH). AMNH 789515 is a bird in first basic plumage
collected at the Kalbfleisch Field Research Station at Huntington, Long
Island, by R. Chandler on 21 August 1963. It was sexed as a male, but I
am reasonably confident that it was a female. Flattened wing lengths (in
mm) of six males in first Basic plumage in Carnegie Museum of Natural
History (CM), taken 18 August-16 September, are 92, 92.5, 93, 94, 98, 98.
For six females of similar age taken 26 August-8 September, the wing
measurements are 88, 88.5, 89.5, 90.5, 90.5, 92.5. The wing of the
Kalbfleisch bird measures 90.5, which is typical for females, but
conceivably might be an unusually small male. Color characters serve to
confirm it as a female, however. In males of I. g. galbula in Basic I
plumage, the orange color of the underparts is more or less continuous
from the chin to the under tail coverts, although richest on the upper
breast. In females the area beyond the breast is mostly grayish, with
little carotenoid pigmentation. In males, the contrasting centers of the
mantle feathers are black, in females dark gray. In males the rump is
usually distinctly orange, in females olive with a slight orange wash.
The rectrices of males are dull green with a distinct orange wash; in
females they are olive with a greenish wash. In all of these characters
the “male” Kalbfleisch specimen matches females.

The Kalbfleisch bird is a close match for the Great Gull Island
specimen, differing in the following ways. The throat is whiter; the
yellow of the breast does not extend as far caudad; there is hardly any
red on the rump or upper tail coverts and none on the rectrices, but
there is much more red on the under tail coverts. The distribution of the
red on the breast and above the eyes is similar on the two specimens.
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There is much variation in the intensity of the color of the underparts
of Alternate-plumaged males, the orange of some specimens
approaching red. I have seen only two that I would characterize as being
truly erythristic. One of these, AMNH 54807, is a mummified bird in its
first spring (SY), as evidenced by its worn retained remiges and (mostly)
retained worn green rectrices. It was salvaged by J. Rowley (who noted
on the label that it had been killed by a cat) at Hastings, NY, on 11 May
(no year given but obviously many years ago as evidenced by the low
AMNH catalogue number). What was probably this specimen was
mentioned briefly by Dwight (1900).

The underparts of this male are heavily washed with Flame Scarlet
(15), becoming Scarlet (14) anteriorly. The upper and under tail coverts
are washed with Flame Scarlet, and the normally white edgings of the
tertials are yellow. Like the Great Gull Island bird, this male had replaced
one of its immature rectrices. Several rectrices are missing, so the identity
of the replaced feather is not certain, but it appears to have been left-1.
The tip and base of a definitive central rectrix are normally pale orange;
in this bird there is a pinkish tinge to the orange. A second AMNH
specimen, no. 521485, a definitively-plumaged (ASY) male,
unfortunately lacks any data. Its breast is Chrome Orange (16), heavily
washed with Flame Scarlet (15).

On 6 September 1988, Elise Lapham netted and banded a
spectacularly erythristic Northern Oriole on Block Island, Rhode Island.
She sent me four photographs of the bird. Its wing measured 92 mm,
which would be rather small for a male or rather large for a female
(compare measurements above and in Pyle et al. 1987). The cranium was
fully pneumatized, which could conceivably be true of a young of the
year (HY) by early September; this is unlikely, judging from the relative
amount of pneumatization shown on the labels of September specimens
in the CM collection. The rectrices appear too broad to be those of a HY
bird, and the wings appear blacker than is typical for HY Northern
Orioles. The Bird Banding Office, according to Mrs. Lapham, classified
this bird as AHY-U, meaning that it hatched in 1987 or earlier, and was of
unknown sex. With only the photograph to go by, this is probably a
reasonable age/sex category.

I hesitate to use Smithe colors when comparing a photograph rather
than the actual plumage colors. The entire head of this bird, except for
yellow lores, is of a rich dark red color, which also mottles the upper
breast and extends as a broken line two or three feathers wide about 3/4
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of the length of the abdomen. The upper tail coverts are of this same
red, whereas the under tail coverts are yellow, washed with red. The
dorsum, rather having the feathers dark gray or black edged with
greenish as in normal fall orioles, is saturated with the dark red color.
As in two of the specimens described above, there is a single erythristic
rectrix, which appears to be R-5; it is shorter than normal length for this
feather, but it cannot be determined whether it was still growing.

Judging from examples in other species, it seems highly probable
that the abnormal reddish plumage developed by these orioles has a
dietary basis, but without a chemical analysis of the pigment it would
be impossible to track down the source. It is interesting to note,
however, that all four of the erythristic orioles with locality data came
from a relatively small area of the northeastern United States, from
Westchester County, NY, east to Block Island, RI. As all were
conceivably migrants that came from elsewhere (and the Great Gull
Island bird was certainly a migrant, as the species does not breed on the
island), it is possible that all originated from a population from an even
more restricted area, where a particular red-pigmented food was
available.
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REPORT OF THE NEW YORK STATE AVIAN RECORDS
COMMITTEE 1991

A total of 59 reports representing 35 records of birds for 1991, plus
one additional report from 1989, was submitted to the New York State
Avian Records Committee. Three of the 1991 reports are still under
review. This represents a slight decrease from the number of reports
submitted in 1990.

We reiterate the importance of being as specific as possible about
location of sightings in reports. This is especially helpful to include
township and county and essential for reports close to New York’s
boundaries. Also, inclusion of the initial observer’s telephone number
can be helpful should questions arise. We emphasize that the NYSARC
reviews all reports submitted to it, and all are placed in its permanent
files at the Laboratory of Ornithology.

The list of species which should be reported to the NYSARC has not
been printed in several years. The NYSARC will review reports of:

1. Any species new to New York State. A checklist (lacking only three
species which are listed under 3 below) appeared in The Kingbird
39:142-156; 1989, and a current checklist is available for purchase
from the Secretary of the NYSARC.

2. Any addition to the list of species proven to nest in New York State.

3. Any of the following species found anywhere within New York State:
Pacific Loon, Yellow-billed Loon, Western Grebe, Yellow-nosed
Albatross, Black-capped Petrel, Mottled Petrel, Herald Petrel,
Audubon’s Shearwater, White-faced Storm-Petrel, Leach’s Storm-
Petrel, White-tailed Tropicbird, Red-billed Tropicbird, Brown Booby,
American White Pelican, Brown Pelican, Magnificent Frigatebird,
Reddish Egret, White Ibis, White-faced Ibis, Wood Stork, Fulvous
Whistling-Duck, Ross’s Goose, “Black” Brant, Barnacle Goose,
Cinnamon Teal, Smew, Black Vulture, American Swallow-tailed Kite,
Black-shouldered Kite, Mississippi Kite, Swainson’s Hawk,

. Gyrfalcon, Yellow Rail, Corn Crake, King Rail, Azure Gallinule,

Sandhill Crane, Northern Lapwing, Wilson’s Plover, Wood

Sandpiper, Eskimo Curlew, Whimbrel (white-rumped races only),

Eurasian Curlew, Long-billed Curlew, Bar-tailed Godwit, Rufous-

necked Stint, Little Stint, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Long-tailed Jaeger,

Great Skua, South Polar Skua, Mew Gull, California Gull, Thayer’s

Gull, Ross’s Gull, Ivory Gull, Sandwich Tern, Arctic Tern, Bridled
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Tern, Sooty Tern, White-winged Tern, Common Murre, Atlantic
Puffin, White-winged Dove, Northern Hawk Owl, Burrowing Owl,
Great Gray Owl, Boreal Owl, Say’s Phoebe, Vermilion Flycatcher, Ash-
throated Flycatcher, Gray Kingbird, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Fork-
tailed Flycatcher, Cave Swallow, Black-billed Magpie, Brown-headed
Nuthatch, Rock Wren, Bewick’s Wren, Northern Wheatear, Mountain
Bluebird, Townsend’s Solitaire, Fieldfare, Redwing, Sage Thrasher,
Bell’s Vireo, “Audubon’s” Yellow-rumped Warbler, Black-throated
Gray Warbler, Townsend’s Warbler, Swainson’s Warbler, Painted
Redstart, Western Tanager, Black-headed Grosbeak, Painted Bunting,
Green-tailed Towhee, “Spotted” Rufous-sided Towhee, Bachman’s
Sparrow, Lark Bunting, Baird’s Sparrow, LeConte’s Sparrow, Golden-
crowned Sparrow, Harris’s Sparrow, Smith’s Longspur, Chestnut-
collared Longspur, Brewer’s Blackbird, “Bullock’s” Northern Oriole,
Hoary Redpoll

4. The following species from upstate New York only:
any species of shearwater or storm-petrel, Northern Gannet, Great
Cormorant, Tricolored Heron, Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Tufted
Duck, Common Eider, Black Rail, Purple Gallinule, Piping Plover,
American Oystercatcher, Black-necked Stilt, American Avocet,
Marbled Godwit, Curlew Sandpiper, Gull-billed Tern, Royal Tern,
Roseate Tern, Black Skimmer, any species of alcid, Chuck-will’s-
widow, Western Kingbird, Yellow-throated Warbler, Summer Tanager,
Blue Grosbeak, Lark Sparrow, Savannah “Ipswich” Sparrow, Sharp-
tailed Sparrow, Boat-tailed Grackle

5. The following species away from the Adirondacks:
Spruce Grouse, Three-toed Woodpecker, Black-backed Woodpecker,
Gray Jay

6. The following species for spring reports only:
Western Sandpiper (upstate New York only), Baird’s Sandpiper,
Sabine’s Gull

7. Any reports of birds seen out of season at least four weeks before
early arrivals or four weeks after late departures, as summarized in
John Bull’s Birds of New York State (1974) or the Supplement to Birds of
New York State (1976).

The NYSARC reporting form is reproduced in New York Birders 22(1);

1993, and also is available upon request from the Secretary of the

NYSARC. Reports should be sent to the Secretary:
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Todd A. Culver, Secretary

New York State Avian Records Committee
c/o Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology
159 Sapsucker Woods Road

Ithaca, New York 14850

: 1991 ACCEPTED REPORTS

Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica). 1991-28-A: one in Dead Horse Inlet,
Brooklyn, Kings Co., 12,14 December (SS, RM).

Northern Gannet (Morus bassanus). 1