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Part 1 - 1956 8 
7'he Lonbr Island Nat~ualist 1956, pagc 22, printed an item by me c~ltit]~(I 

"Notes on Ospreys." The prcscnt article is in part, a sequel to that recorcl: 
In 1956 the inale osprey arrived first to the sitc, on Nlnrch 26, driftillg in 

from the s o ~ ~ t h  a t  8 a.  m. ancl perclled on the branch where the ncst had becn, 
F - 
Ilie l h l  was cviclcntly quite fatigued and rcrnainccl nesting ~mti l  3 12, m,, 

when it Icft the tree and circled out over the bay, plunging for a fIounc\er, 
which it brought back to the same branch and cicvo~~rccl. The bird left t]le 

limb agnin about 5 11, 111. and flew south aver the bay. It was not seen again 
I'or thrcc clays. On March 29 it returned in comp:my with thc matc. Ollc 
ulondcrs if the lilalc osprey somctimcs returns south to mcct the fen& cn 

? ., ~wiitc, l ' h c  ma,lc normally arrives beforc or r v i t l ~  the I'cm;~le. I he fen& 
always coimncncc repiring the old ncsts, or start the construction ol' rlc\\f 
ncsts. 

. When they arrived together (this spring), hoth stopped in the same t~cr  
where tlie snale had stoppecl three days before. They were sccn Edr O L I ~  O V C ~  
the bay in a direct course Sor that tree, whcrc they pcrchccl m d  nested fol 
over an hour. Then the Senlalc circled the sitc several times. Talti~lg in the 
situation, she quicltly I'ormccl a decision ancl immccliatcly clroppccl into '1 

nearby cornfield. Piclting L I ~  a cornstalk, she carried it to the old nest, 
where she hacl lost her young the two psevious seasons to maraucling raccoons. 
l'hcreafter she made a hip every fiftccn to twenty I ~ ~ D L I L ~ S ,  c:~r~ying coin- 

slalks to the nest. About twelve minutes were spent each trip arranging the 
illaterial on the ncsl. The nest was below the top ol' the LIW and the stalks 
were fivc to six feet in length. 011 nearly every trip the l>ircl had to circle 
~ h c  tree several Limes before she could get the long stems Iwtwcen he 
b~~mches  to the ncst. At 1 12, m, she rested on the before-i~~entionccl lmnch 
I'or nearly an hour, and tlicn went after a flounder, which was brought bad 
to the perch i111~1 eaten. She did not leave the b~.ancli again that day Thc 
male also spent the night in the same trcc. 11~11.ing the period of finishing 
L I ~  tlw IICS~, the i i d e  S ~ C I I L  iilost of his time 10.1fitlg and fishing, On thc 
sccond day the fenlalc started breaking weak branches i d  twigs fro111 tms 
a quarter mile clistancc froin the ncst. One windy clay she was ca~qing d 
long strip of cloth low over the woods, and the c i ~ d  or the rag caught in a 
branch. T h e  bird was jcrlcccl to a sudden stop ancl whiilecl owl,  lmc1 clown- 
w a d ,  all swi~iging in the high wind. T h e  biid had great clifficulty ex- 
~ricating itself Crom the rags among the l~ranchlcts. I t  was feared that wing 
or k g ,  or even the neck, woulcl bc brokcn in the struggle to rclense itself. 
She Finally succeeded and flw s:raight to the nest mcl rclaxccl. No further 
attc~npt was unclertalten to secure the rag, and it hung there throughout 
I lie sumnicr. 

Tn due time a set of eggs was laid, incubatecl allcl hatcliccl. About micl- 
June racoons again visited the ncsl and toolc thc nestlings For tlie thi~cl SLK- 

ccssive season. k\s in former ~C:II.S, the ospreys left the vicinity Sor three 
wccks. They returned in July mcl croctcd a new nest on tlic very branch 
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,l1ele thcy had beell the pccccling year. T h e  nest w~ts  completed in about 
lwelltg days. T h e ~ d ' t e r  this p i r  of osprcys loitcrccl al.o~lnd until thcil. dc>- 
I,art~lre for the south early in Septcmbcr. 

The osprcys arc extremely n~cthodical hircls, cspccially in thqir ncsting 
Their arrival wries onl!l sliRhtl!! by '1 fcw days, ,lccor,'ing to 

Exceptionally in very sc\lcrc spells of weother, they ~.cturn south 
wald ol at least clisLqq~car fro111 Otient f'm ;I f'cw days. 

11 taltes them thrce to four weeks to fix up  an old nest, '1s lonq as it docs 
lo build a complctc, l l c ~  nest. They work all clay, cocry fair clay, adrlinq 
matelid to the old liest, which in most caws is suitable fol caps '11 thc start. 
As I have statccl bcforc, they do not build on r,liny ciays. The  Fcm,~lr spcncls 
Inore and more time 011 thc ncst as April advances, mt l  in Oricnt thc first 
qg"re laid April 28 to M a ~ l  4. Llsually two to C'OLII. clays elalxc 11ctwc~en 
layillg each egg. T h e  bird docs not scttlc clown to s l cdy  inc~~l , , i t in~ until 
tile last egg of a clutch is laid. 

It is reco~decl that the osprcy colony in 0 1 h t  is an olr-shoot from Garcli- 
ner's Island. This  I bclicvc to 11c an error, horn my studies oF the Oricnt 
osl~~eysovci a long periocl oL' yciws, togethcr from chta from older ~csiclcnts in 
Olicnt elating back to at least 1800. Somc oL thcsc old cxprcssecl nn 
interest a i d  knowlctlgc of the O S ~ I . C ~ S ,  and I ,~ccpirccl as 111~1~11 as possihlc 

Ion. of that inform~t '  
A4y rccords show that the osprcvs began to multiply in O ~ i c n t  around 

1890, at the tinle when 1'1~1111 Island was sold i111d the Government started 
construction of the Fortifications on the island. Larqe crews of laborers were 
transferred to the island, with their kcen appetites for ospreys' eggs. It was 
hen that the osprcys commcncecl to spread to Orient, Shelter Island, Carcli- 
ner's Island ancl other localities. 

We read i11 the ./\uk, October, 1892, "Brreding I Tabits or the Fish 1 Iawks 
on Plum IsIancl" by Charles Slo\lcr Allen, with two photographs, a most 
interesting and instr~ictiw narrative of the ospreys (11.1 that islancl. 1 Ic statcg 
that for 40 years prior to 1885 the fish hawlts on the island had been pro- 
tected and encouragccl to nest there by the owner. They werc never l~lolestccl 
md were "a~most as tamc as German Sto~'lts." They nested in thc home 
vard ancl all over the islaud ancl on ioclts along the shores, certain nests 
]laving been in yearly service for at least 40 years. At t h ~ t  time, according 
to Allen, the owner claimed that 500 ncsts were on the island. (Allcn con- 
sidered that one-half that n ~ ~ i n b c r  was a rct~onable estimation.) About 
half the nests were on or close to the gro~mtl. T h e  owncr claiined that two 
thousand ospreys roosted on :he ishncl every night, but it was not said i T  
this was early in the season or later, when the young uspreys were flying. 
Plum Island was solel in 1885. All of these low accessible ncsts werc exposed 
to whomsoever desired to destroy thein or their contents. hlarine t ~ a p  
[ishermen, among others, held a cleaclly grudge against them. Allen wrote 
"After the islai~cl was sold ancl protection removccl, the ospreys in most part 
have gone clscwherc to ncst." From my lcnowlcclgc it was at that period 
that the influx appeared in Orient. Two well-posted bi~cl incn on Shcltcr 
Island, Willis W. Worthington and Moses R.  Griffin, told mc latcr that there 
was an increase in the osprey population of that island at that tiinc. 

Benjamin I<. R/lulforcl of Oi.ient, who died in his 99th year, was the 
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largest land owner in Orient. On his farm in 1890 was the only pair 
ospreys in Orient and for 50 years prior to that date, as he related to me. H~ 
was very jcalous of them and allowed no one to disturb them. They llested 
in an old red cedar, long before 1890 and after,, until the tree was ripped 
apart in the hurricane of 1938. Accorcling to Mr.  Mulford, and what had 
been transferred to him by others, there had been 'but one pair of breeding 
ospreys in Orient, at least back to 1800. This old nest w a s  in sight froln mv 
home and fivc minutcs walk away, I recall clearly one instance of my \re6 
young years. I found a yomlg osprey on the ground under that nest, too 
immature to fly. As I knelt to examine the Fledping, both parents swooped, 
stvilting me with sufficient force to h o c k  I ~ C  to the: ground. The old birds 
dashccl repeateclly at me as I ran with blood trickling from face and ha& 
'.l'hey followcd me for a hundred yards. In all my experience with this 
spwies it is the only time they attaclted me with viciousness. It may havc 
lxen because OF my sinall size, they nlistaltine nle for some other type of 
small man~mal. When one is at the nest which has young, the old ospreys, 
~lsually the females, f~:equently sweep close to one, the wings sometimes 
brushing one, the talolls vibrating close to one's bead. Once my hat was 
hooltecl off my head and droppecl into Gardiner's Bay - on an off-shore 
wind. Such instances are raninisceuses of pleasant days afield. It is ~pp??r- 
ently thc longtime nesting individ~~als which show vigorous combatnre 
nnturc when young are in the nest. 

Prior to the p a k  of osprey breeding in Orient no raccoons hacl been 1.c- 

corclccl in thc vicinity for about 60 ycars. Tt is now a common end incmsin~ 
mammal in Orient. It is an excellent climlxx, and all ncsts are acccssihle 
to it. 

Thc ospiry colony in Orient attained its m:lximum nu~nbcr  of breeding 
pairs in 1926. Thirty-two ncsts wcre occ~~piecl. This numbcr con~inued 
with slight f luct~~ation for twenty years, when a clecreasc was noticed. LI 
1956 less then half that number nested in Orient. 

Part I1 - 1957 - 1958 

1957 - T h e  first osprey of the season, apparently EI male, came in om 
thc bay at 10 a. m. on March 25. It circled the old nest threc time5 and 
then alighted upon it and rested for sixty-five minutes. It then flew off 
over the bay and was not seen again that clay. O n  March 26 an osprey 
came to the nest just before dark, perched on a branch outside the nest and 
spent the night there. At dawn it flew to the bay to fish ancl soon returned, 
with a flo~~ncler, to the same perch, This bird, apparently a female, left the 
pcrc11 aL 8: 15 aftel eating the fish, and brought back a small branch to the 
old nest and sat there For fifty-five minutes. She then flew a half-mile and 
piclrccl up  all: thc ground an old burlap fertilizer sack and brought it to the 
nest. There was no sign of thc mate all that day. On March 29 both birds 
were at the newer nest carlg in the morning. On that date they selected 
that nest and rapidly put it in order for laying and were successful in bringing 
L ~ I  three off-spring to thc flying age. 

1958 - T h e  spring was late and the first osprey to this nest arrived April 
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10, bo& birds coming in together about midmorning, thc f'cmalc going to thc 
old nest again and the inale bird to the newer ncst. At once the fcnlalc 
began repahring the old nest in earnest. 1-hweoer, on the second morning, 

l~ecause the inatc concentrated there all the while, she took material 
to the newer nest, but she had not condemned the old nest yet and corn- 
rnenced to repair both nests, inalting trips alternately first to the old nest, 
then to the newer nest. Only once did she vary from this pattcrn. Oncc 
wlleil she was about to land on the old nest with claws full of seawcccl for 
the finishing touches, 1 appeared too close and she whirled off and took 

lining material to the other nest and delmited it there. Both nests were 
built up equally during the three weeks following their arrival with no clue 
to the last which nesr would be selected for the surniner occupancy. Both 
llests were ready for eggs late in April. T h e  first egg was laid in the newer 
nest on April 27, an early date by one day in Orient. From that day on the 
old nest was abandonecl bv the fernah.. but the rnalc perched t lwc  frequently. 
The eggs hatched early in June. Two wel ts  hter  the young disappeared 
and the aclults left the nest and vicinity. Positive evidence is not recorded 
as to what became of the young in this case. 

As usual the osprevs 1:eturned to the ncst again late in July and acldecl 
Inore material to it before their depwture from Orient late in August. 

Putting two nests in order at the sainc timc for laying is a new experience 
in my long obseuvation with the ospreys in Oricnt. 

Orie.n~, N. Y .  

JOI-IN TREADWELL NlCI-'lOLS 

The rcccnt clcath of John T. Nichols, 116 Ninth Street, Garden City, 
constitutes a big loss to Long Islancl ornithology. Although retired ichthyolo- 
gist of the American Museum of Natural History and noted authority 011 

fishes, he was also folunost as an ecologist on Long Island birdlife. IIis 
keen and retentive mind was ever a storehouse of information which coulcl 
be cheerfully drawn upon as necessity arose a i d  he will be greatly missed. 
His biography is in preparation for a future issue of The I<ingbird. 
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MOSL systematic st~lclies of the relation betwccn migration alld nreatIlel 
have been carried out on islancls or other coastal areas, or in city parlts. Tile 
aclvantagc of worltirlg in such isola~cd places is that there is usually a I'my 

snlall l~op~ la t ion  of lxwcling birds, and that ~nigrants usually h d t  therc for 
only brief pcriods bcforc: continuing their journey; there is thus little danger 
of confusing ncwly-alrivcd migrants with residents or birds "ofT-passage", an(] 
the migration can be sampled easily, without elaborate census techniques, 
There is a danger, Ilowcver, that ~11ese observa~ions may over-emphasize the 
importance of the dramatic "waves" of migrants haltcd by adverse weather, 
sincc in good wcatlicr the bircls may avoid stopping in isolated al- 
together. Observations ale 11ildl~r nccdccl of the migration at inland places 
where t11cl.c is unlikcly to be an abnormal concentration of resting migrants, 

Iluring the spring of 1958, with thc hell) OF friends, thc writer cal.ricd 
out a survey of the arrival of spring migrants in a single wood at Ithaca, New 
Yorlc. T h e  area chosen was the Renurick Bird Sanctuary, a s~vampy mixed 
\vooci of a b o ~ ~ t  60 acres at ~ h c  head of Cayuga I,alw, with othm. extensive 
\\roocllancl in the area which offered alilplc alternative cover for migrating 
birds. T h e  .i?roocl was surw)~ecl by a different person each clay for a period 
of one hour (increased to 13 hours after May 5th as the trees cane  into leaf) 
1xtwecr 6 ancl 9 a ,  m., and the tola1 number of migrating birds (whether 
l~ositively identified or not) locatccl in this period was c o m p a ~ d  from rla!l 

v 
to tlay. 1 he purpose or the survey was ~wofold: (i) to determine whetha 
ccliahlc compariltivc results could be obtained by diflerent observers, without 
a carcful attempt to stanclilrclizc the methocls ol' observation; (ii) to obtain 
some inFomation on the relation of the :ln-inls of the migrants to the weather. 

With the exception of April 28t11, a count was made each day between 
~\pr i l  19th anrl May 27th. 1 am greatly inclel~tccl to Miss Barbara Luncl, and 
to I\/lcssrs. Neil Case, llogcr Clapp, Martin hfichcncr, Richard Sandburg 
and IItlrricl West lor their help in the ficld. 

Results 
Omitting the scarcer and less obtrusive spccics, thc table below gives a 

cligcst or ~ h c  results for thc nlain part of the migration. 
i\lthough the counts were made by cligerent obser~rers, examination of 

thc rcsu1t.s suggests that they can be co~n~~arecl  reasonably well from day to 
day, ancl reveals few fluctuations larger than those to be expectcd from normal 
migration. For e x a ~ ~ ~ p l e ,  the counts oF most species that breed in the wood, 
after two or three weeks of fluctuation indicating active migration, varied 
little From clay to clay, ewn  when the weathci: was unfavorable for observa- 
tion. I n  a few cases (e. g ,  Wood Thrus l~ )  these later counts scarcely varied 
at all, while jn others (c, g. Reclstart) the figures suggest that: the C O ~  

may he inaccurate by up to 30%. After taking into account the results of 
counts by two incIepcnclent observers on the same clays, it is believed t h a t  
clay-to-day changes by a factor of two are certainly to be regarded as signifi- 
cant, ancl that smaller changes may or may not be significant, depending 011 

the conspicuousness of the species concenled. 
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TABLE I: Daily Counts of i l l igrants, Ithaca. N. Y., Spring 1958 

APRIL : M A Y  
- 

29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 2 2  23 24 25 26  27 - 

(Least)Flycatcher -------- - - - 1 - - 1 - - - - 1 2 - - 1 4 2 3 - 2 1 2 - - 4 2 - - 
Wood Pewee - -----------  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 3 6 5: 6 4 5 3 5 2 5 4 

Ca tb i rd - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - 3 1 3 2 5  8 6 5 6 4 7 1 5  4 6 8 5 1 2  9 7 6 

WoodThrush ----------- - - - 1 2  3 4 2 2 4 3 7 3 1 5  8 6 5 4 4 5 1 0  6 6 6 8 6 7 6 6 

Veery ----------------- - - - 1 - - 2 1 - - - 1 2 - 6 2 2 3 3 2 3 6 5 6 2 4 2 2 4 

Blue-grayGnatcatcher-----  2 3 1 2  3 4 5 1 0  2 3 2 1 2 9 2 0  6 4 2 5 1 - 3 1 2 2 4 3 9 3 2 

Yellow-thr. Vireo --------- - - - - - - - - - - - 5 2 4 2 3 1 - - - 3 - 1 2 1 2 2 - 1 

Red-eyed Vireo ---------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 7 4 1 2 2 8 1 - 1 4 2 

WarblingVireo ---------- - - - 1 - 1 2  4 3 1 2 1 0  2 2 0  1 2  3 8 8 3 7 5 5 2 4 2 5 4 4 

Tennessee Worbler ------- - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - 6 - 4 2 4 12 16 15 14 7 4 10 6 2 - - 

YellowWarbler ---------- - - 1 1 - 1 1 8 2 - 5 9 3 8 7 6 20 15 8 2 5 1 - 2 1 - - 4 2 

Myrt lewarb ler  - - - - -  r ----  - 4 5 5 12 1 - 12 1 - 1 4 1 2 2 - - 2 - 1 1 - . -  - - - - - - 

Blackpoll Warbler -------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 1 5 8 4 1 4 9 12 8 

Yellowthroat - - - - 1 1 - - 1 - 3 7 2 3 4 5 3 3 1 - 2 3 4 1 3 3 4 3 4 

Redstart - - - - -----------  - 2 2 4 8 3 6 2 4 2 2 14 11 40 10 12 30 29 23 18 20 14 14 32 18 24 11 17 12 

Otherwarblers - - --------  - - - 2 1 1 1 3  1 4  5 5 4 1 4  2 3 7 1 1 1 0  2 1 7  2 5 6 5 4 7 3 - 

Baltimore Oriole - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - 1 3 20 7 8 14 13 10 15 7 14 8 14 7 5 3 9 10 

Rose-br.Grosbeak - - ------  - - - - - - 1 1 3 2 2 5 6 1 5  4 1 0  8 1 2 1 5  3 1 2  6 8 7 4 4 2 4 3 

Goldf~nch - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  3 8 5 14 6 4 20 - 5 - 6 2 6 30 22 30 35 55 30 8 15 1 2 12 6 20 11 1 2 

White-thr.Sparrow - - - - - - -  4 1 3  5 2 1 0  4 1 2 4 2 5 5 - 1 0  3 1 3 9 2 - 5 - - - - - - - - 



Llsing this criterion of significancc, thcre is eviclellce of imnligrdtioll 
one species or another on almost every day during May, thc maill period 
of migsation (exceptions are May 4th and 21st). This is perhaps the most 
important conclusion to be drawn from the obscrvations. I-Iowcver, it is 
clcar that tlic amount of immigration varicd greatly from day to day: tllele 
was a major peak on May 12t11, and smaller, but still wcll-marltcd pealts on 
May 21~1, 5th, loth, 15th and 19th. Examination of the Daily Weatllel 
Maps by the U. S. Weather Bureau shows that no fewer than four 
oE thcse pcaks (thosc of thc 211d, 12t11, 15th and 19th) followed thc same 
type of weather situation - the passage of a front, extencling more ol less 
from west to east, through upstatc New York during the pre~rious night, 
They thus providc cxamplcs of thc classical typc of "arrested wnvc" that hds 
been recorded on many occasions in N o r h  America (see, e. g., Bagg 1950). 
in each case it seems likely that northward-flying bircls were stopped by the 
rain and drop in tempcraturc at the front, and were thus concentrated in the 
area througl~ which the front has passcd. The other two pcalts took place 
in calm anticyclonic wcatller, and therc is notl~ing in the wc:ither maps to 
suggest any similar concentrating action : more plobably the bircls were taking 
advantage of thc calm weather and good flying conclitions. despite the low 
temperature due to polar air and clcar night skies. (FuIIcJ. details of the 
migration in this ~criocl are given by Bagg, 1958.) 

The fact that most of thc pcalts were associated with frontal wcathel is 
of some importance. Thc entire populations or sonle qxcics (e, g. Wood 
Pcwee, Rccl-eyed Vireo) must have passed through after May 12111, the date 
of thc only major local migration wave. Yet so Few of these bircls were seen 
on thc ccnsus that it is difficult even to be surc on which days most of them 
arrived. Moreover, on some clays (e, g. May 11 th) very little migiation was 
dctccted at Ithacn although largc migration was rccordcd not far to the 
north (Bagg, 1958). This suggcsts the possibility that' the greatcr part of the 
migration took place in such a cliffusc way as to pass largely undetected, 
while migrants were only seen in large numbers as a result of more or less 
abnormal concentrations, which may not have reflected real in the 
inigration. Since local abscnrers remarltcd on the lack of waves and the 
small number of birds to be seen in 1958, thesc conclusions may apply to 
other years as well. 

I-Iowevcr, it would be unwise to draw too definite co~dusions from 
~*ccords from only one placc, in a season of perhaps unusual weather (a cold. 
wct spring with few walm spells resulting from northward flow of tropical 
air). It is possible that in ycars when the wcather is more varied the migra- 
tion may be morc clcarly brokcn into waves, with many more days when 
there is no migration at all. There is clearly scopc for much more work of 
thc same Itind, and it is greatly to be hopecl that others will unclcrtaltc simila~ 
investigations in the future. Little special skill or organization is required, 
merely the ability and enthusiasm to spend an hour afield each day, and the 
additional knowlcclgc to be gained provicles its own reward. 
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ON TJ Ill ARRIVAL OF PARAKEETS AT ALBANY, N E W  YORK, 
IN THE EIGI-ITEENTI-I CENTITRY 

D A N I ~ L  M C ~ ~ N C E Y  
111 1799, Benjamin Smith Barton, in colnmcnting on the natural history 
Pennsylvania, wrote: "I inay add, that a very large [light of paral;ccts, 

wl~icI~ came from the westward, was seen a few years ago, about twenty-five 
miles to the northwest of Albany, in the State of New Yorlt. 

"The arrival of these birds in the depth of winter (January, 1780) was, 
indeed, a very remarkable circumstance. Thc more ignorant Dutch settlers 
were exceedingly alarmcd. They imagincd, in dreadful consternation, that 
it  portended nothing lcss calalnitous than the destruction of the world." 

Fol some reason this L I I I L I S L I ~ ~  happening was by DeI<ay (1844, 
11. 183) in 1795: in that year, " . . . a large flock or these birds was seen in 
the ~niclclle of winter, 25 inilcs northwest of Albany; probably transported by 
a whirlwincl." Eaton (1911-1914, 1101. 2, p. 130) followed DeKay in dating 
the illcursion of the paralcects. 

In the cliary of a contcrnporary visitor to New York (Miranda, 1928, 
,111, 72-73), I h i ~ e  discovered e n o ~ ~ g h  eviclciicc to inclicate that Barton was 
probably right in his date of 1780; catainly the event took place Leforc 1795. 
Miranda, famous South Ainerican revolutionist, visited Saratoga Springs and 
tile Schoharic region in ]uric, 1784, whcrc he picltecl up some gossip aboul 
"Mother A m "  Lee and thc Shalccrs. He  went on to say (my free transla- 
tion): "In the year '79-'80 in the winter a b a d  of ["loros"I 
appeared there (a thing never secn on this continent) and the house ncar 
wrhere they appeared was the first that the cnerny hurned a little while after- 
u~arcls . . . " (If Mirancla's date was precisc, the burning referred to perhaps 
took place during an inrrasion in October, 1780, by 800 British troops based 
in Cannda (Wood & Gabriel, 1927). 

That was a pcriod in llistory when the trend of the frontier was not 
always so comfortably to the westward (Wood & Gabriel, loc, c i t . ) .  Indian- 
English raids were Gequent, and it is little woncler that paralteets from the 
west werc thought to portcnd disaster from that direction. Both Miranda 
and Barton mention the sulxxstitious dread that their visit caused. 

Miranda, of coursc, was wrong in saying that ncvcr occurred 
in America. 

References Ci ied 
Barton, Benjamin Smith. 1799. Fragments of the natural history of Penn- 

sylvania. Philaclelpl~ia, T h c  Author (not secn; quoted from Bent, 
1940, p. 2). 

Bent, Arthur Clcvelancl. 1940. Life histories of North American c~~cltoos, 
goatsuclters, hummingl~irds and thcir allies . . . U. S. National Bull. 176. 

DeKay, Jnmcs Ellsworth. 1844. Zoology d New York , , , Part TI. Birds. 
Albany, Carroll & Cook, Printers to the Assembly. 

Eaton, Elon Howard. 1911-1914. Birds of New York. N. Y, State Mus.; 
my copy issued as 63d and 66th Repts., N .  Y. St.&Ecluc. Dept. for 1909 
and 1912; 2 vols. 

Miranda, Francisco de. 1928. The  diary of Francisco de Miranda; tour of 
the LTnited States 1783-1784; the Spa~lish text edited . . . by William 
Spcnce Robertson. N. Y. Hispanic Soc. America. 

Wood, William, & R, H. Gabriel. 1927. The  pageant of America. Yale 
LTniv. Press. vol. 6, fig. 458, pp. 226-227. 

Bozvcloin College, Biology Dept., Rrzmszvick, M c l i w  



PETER ICALM 
JOHN B. BELKNAP 

leading botanist of the eighteenth century, alld student of Linnc, Petel 
I < a h  (1716-1779), is lcnown in this country mainly for his cxtellcled visit 
to North Amcrica. Kdm spent over three years in the British Colollies alld 
Canada and l~ublisl~ecl a detailed record of his observations. This accoullt, 
"En Rcsa ti1 Norra America", has been translatccl into English alld is fie- 
quently quoted since Kalm was a Iceen observer with scientific curiosity on 
lnany subjects. 

I-Ic was born in the provincc of Angermanland, Swcclcn, now a part of 
Finland and stucliecl at thc Universities of Ups& and Abo. I-Ie camc to 
Amcrica in 1747 and travellecl widely cluring his sojourn here. I-Iis journal, 
in adclition to its na tu~a l  history content, has numerous coin~ncnts on Ameli- 
can liEc and customs. Although references to bird life are not too fiecluellt 
in ICalm's North American account, his obser.c~~tions arc for thc most part 
quite accuratc, I-Ience we arc indebted to hinl for some of the best eightec~ltl~ 
ccntury clescriptioils of bircls in New York State. 

I<alm inacle two trips tllrbugh New York Statc. Dl- ring the suminer of 
1749 he travelled from New York City to Montreal, the trip requiring about 

^seven weeks. Most of the journey was rnacle by water, via the I-Iudson 
River, Lake George and L ~ l i c  Champlain. 111 late June he was near Fort 
Ann 'and recorcls, "The TVhippoorwill cried all night on every side." The 
next day he writes, "Immense numbcr of wild pigeons have their nests i11 
the trees hcrc". 011 his return from Canada in October, while ~n Lake 
George, "Bustards (Geese) and a fcw clucks lay in large floclcs, hunclrcds of 
them rose into the air as we approached". 

I11 the sumlner of 1750 ICalm again journeyccl across New York State, 
this time westward to Niagara Falls, in his words, "throujih the land of the 
Iroquois." As a result of this trip we have an early account of the death of 
birds being swept over the falls, in morc recent times spolcen of as "The 
Niaqara Swan Trap." I-Ic reached Oswego in mid-August and proceeded 
by boat to Fort Niagaril, then under French control. ICalm presents a de- 
t:iilecl clcscription of thc Falls at Niagara and the destruction of waterfowl 
there. In speculating on this l~l~cnomcnon he writes, "either because thei~ 
wings bccomc wet, or the noisc of the fall astonishes them and they know 
not where to go in the clark." H c  seems to havc reached the sensible con- 
clusion that the birds are guaclually carried into the swift water above the 
falls, and, being unable to rise are swept to their death. 

Kalnl returned to Sweden in 1751 taking with him a large collection of 
seeds and plants, I-Ie was the original collector of niilcty species of Anlcrican 
p+ts described by Linne. Following his return be continuccl as professo~ 
ol botany at the University of Abo. 

92 Clint017 St., Gouverwur, N. Y. 

NOTES ON TI-IE A. 0. U. M E E T I N G  IN N E W  YORIC CITY 
LILLIAN C. STONER 

Ten clistinguishcd foreign Ornithologists visited our State as they at- 
tcnclecl the 75th A11nivcrsal.y nlceting of the American Ornithologists~ Union 
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at the American Museum of Natural IIistory, Ncw Yorli City, October 14 
to 19, 1958. They came from Germany, England, Finland, Denmark, 
~ ~ i t z e r l a n d ,  Canada, and Pcru, South America. 

Two of our New York Federated Club n~embers, namely Eugene Eisen- 
mann and Walter R. Spofford, werc among the 15 New York rcsic?ents who 
pesentcd papers. 

That birds, flying at night in their seasonal migration, use the stars and 
collstellations to guide them, was the new theory on bird migration presented 
in papers by Dr. Franz Sauer of Germany ancl Dr. Ernst Sutter of Switzcr- 
land. These men worlting indepcndently for the last few years came to the 
same conclusion on this subject. Dr. Sauer conducted his experiments in a 
p]anetari~~rn. I-Iere he  first exposed some warblers to a section of an artificial 

which had stars in proper place for fall migration season in that locality 
Germany. These birds had been raised from the egg stage and thctefore 

had no previous migration experience. T h c  warblers which nor~nally 
migrated south immediately started in that dircction, when lw turned them 
about, changing their position, they at once righted themselves for the cor- 
rect southerly direction. M b n  the artificial sky pattern of stars was altered 
so as to be incorrect for fall migration time, the b i ~ d s  werc confused. Other 
birds were tried out in a similar way. 

Dr. Sutter in Switzerland carried on his experiments at an airfield, using 
the natural sky and a radar screen. When the sky was clear, the screen 
showed the birds all flying in the expected migratory direction. I-lowever, 
when the sky was entirely overcast by clouds, their flight pattern was con- 
fused. 

Papers titled "Sea Water and Salt Lltilization by Savanm Sparrows" ancl 
"Salt Excretion by a Nasal Glancl in Marine Bircls" brought out new ancl 
interesting research work showing that some migrating bircls over sdt  water 
must take some of the salt water. 

A timely subject on "Robin Population and Insecticides" brought up a 
discussion of the decreasing nunlbers of birds, due in part to increasing usc 
OF sprays of several ltinds on shubbery, trees ancl fields. For several years, 
records were kept of numbers of Robins, both adults and young, found on 
the campus of Michigan State College. T h e  numbers went from many c lo~m 
to a very few birds the last year. 

Another paper on "Outloolc for Florida Wading Birds" was along thc 
same line as spraying of marshes a i d  filling in of s w m p  lsncl me:lnt less food 
and resting places for wacling birds in the south. The causes mentioned in 
this ancl the preceding paper could affect the avian population in New 
Yorlc State. 

A Russian Scientist, who was unable to lx present, sent a complinienta~~g 
anniversary message which was read at the bancl~ c .  n m h g  by Ernst Mayr, 
the President. One of the speakers int~:oduced Tohn I<ieran, toastmast.er Y at the clinner, was Guy Montfort of England. + Mr. Montfort along with 
P. A. D. Mollom and Roplgcr Tory Peterson wrote the book entitled "The 
Field Guicle to the Birds of Britain and Europe." This book has now been 
translated into eight languages and is often referred to as Peterson's Euro- 
pean Guicle book, Mr. Montfoa saicl that Robger Peterson coulcl be con- 
sidered one of LT. S. best ambassaclors. 

.399 State Street, Albany 10, New York 
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F I E L D  N O T E S  
Pelagic Observations from coastal Long Island - Recent observations of largs 

concentrations of jaegers and shearwaters have prompted interest in  shore &servo. 
tions of the oceanic birds. The main concentration appears to be from about the 
th i rd week in May, with the advent of the jaeger and Sooty Shearwater migration 
through the last weeltend in October, with the petering out of the concentrations oj  
Cory's Shearwaers of f  the eastern end of Long Island, especially Montauk Point. 

Weather conditions seem to  be very important in  the observation of oceanic birds 
from the shore. On the weekend of June 9 and 10, 1956, wi th SW wind and over. 
cast conditions, a large fl ight of jaegers was observed o f f  Jones Beach State Park, 
On the ninth, 12  Pomarine and four Parasitic Jaegers were seen, a l l  flying in an 
easterly direction along the shoreline. On the tenth there were five Pomarine and 
12 Parasitic. I t  is of interest that no immature birds were observed, the adults being 
in  !ight, intermediate, and dark phases with the latter phase predominating in the 
F'omarine. 

The first two weeks in June seem to be the height of the Sooty Shearwater migra- 
tion. A n  observation was made on June 1, 1957, of a large concentration, estimated 
a t  500. The birds were moving in  an easterly direction from Moriches lnlet to 
Mecox Bay during a period of east by southeast winds. Two dead birds were found 
on the shore in fresh condition. .As  the time grew lote (5:00 PM) the winds shifted 
to southwest and o l ight  rain fell. Four Pomarine, two Parasitic, and two unidentified 
jaegers were observed moving in an easterly direction harrying terns. A week later 
the sqme observers (N. Smith, P. Buckley, R. Clermont, E. Restivo) arrived at Jones 
Beach and were fortunate to observe another f l ight. W i th  a cold easterly wind and 
overcast conditions, several shearwaters were observed far out on the horizon. As 
the winds shifted to southeast, a f l ight of 26  Sooty Shearwoters and 51 Greater 
Shearwoters was observed moving in a southwesterly direction, feeding continuously. 
An un~isuol  note was that several of the Greater Shearwaters were being harried 
by Common Terns and forced to disgorge their prey. A few Sooty Shearwoters 
l i t  just beyond the breakers and as a result were swe-pt by the tide into the Fire Island 
lnlet amid fishing boats and Herring Gulls. During the period July 7 to 14 a mixed 
flock numbering approximately 100 and containing three species of shearwaters 
(with the Cory's being the most common) was observed sitting and feeding just 
beyond the outer breakers at  Mecox Bay. 

These and other observations thot I have not pointed out seem to indicate that o 
study of offshore movements of shearwaters and jaegers can be made by the observer 
who is famil iar with the right weather conditio'ns, has a t  his disposal a scope of 
abo~ t t  20X, and has the necessary patience. - Neal G. Smith, 1751 E. 29th St., 
Brooltlyn 

A Tree Swallow foundling - On Sunday afternoon, June 23, 1957, 1 was given 
a nest containing five hungry young Tree Swallows. The parents had not been 
seen feeding them a t  a l l  that day. The nest had been in  a moilbox ot  the edge of 
a well-traveled road, and the parents may have been kil led or caused to abandon 
the nest. The young Tree Swallows eagerly took bits of raw beef and, for variety, 
a drop of milk, a n  insect, some boiled egg or a l i the cottage cheese. 

Although the weother was very hot, i t  was not possible to keep the birds worv 
at  night and by Tuesday two were dead. The next morning only the largest one was 
alive. This bird was then bonded and placed i n  another Tree Swallow nest, and it 
was apparently cared for by its foster parents. One young bird stayed in  this nest 
two days after the others left and was lost seen on Monday, July 1. No trace of a 
dead bird or the bond was found in or about the nest, and so it seems likely thot the 
l i t t le Tree Swallow lived to f ly away from its adopted home. - Frank A. Clinch, 
173 l-laley St., Watertown 

Summer Record of White-winged Crossbill i n  Columbia County - About 2:00 
PM on the afternoon of July 12, 1958, 1 heord an unfamil iar note coming from a 
spruce tree in  the yard of my home in  Red Rock. The property is located at about 
850 feet elevation in  a narrow valley. When I was able to spot the bird, I easily 
recognized i t  as a White-winged Crossbiil, although I had never seen the species 
before. I was oble to view the. bird as closely as twelve feet, and all characteristics 
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(including the white wing bars ond crossed bills) were noted. The bird was o male. 
I went into the house to  phone some other birders in the area who might wish 

to see this rarity, but  none was able to come over that  afternoon. When I returned 
to the yard, I saw three male White-wings in  the same spruce tree, which was heavily 
laden with cones. The birds remained a t  least twenty minutes. 

Dr. Ed Reilly of the New Yorlt State Museum come over on July 13 to see 
&ether he could spot the birds. He remained some time, and just as i f  i t  seemed 
he would have t o  leave empty-handed, one White-winged Crossbill appeared. The 
bird was also seen by Mrs. Anna Corter of Old Chatham. On July 15 1 saw one 
white-winged Crossbill in a neighbor's yard, but I did not record the species 
thereafter. 

Although both species of Crossbill nest in  the higher Adirondacks (ond the Red 
Crossbill perhaps elsewhere in the state? and. both occur irregularly as winter 
visitants, I a m  not owore of any previous summer record for the White-winged 
Crossbill in this area. I wonder whether these birds were i ~ ~ s t  wanderers or possible 
nesters somewhere in  the region. - Myra Smilow, Red Rock 

Phenomenal Appearance of Wood lbis on Long Island - The most spectacular 
Long lslond bird news for many months came with the sudden appearance of thirteen 
Wood Ibises over Orient on August 18, 1958. After o prolonged period o f  un- 
certain weather with some fog, Roy Latham of Orient glanced up to note these large 
block and white, stork-like birds, with heads and legs extended, circling about and 
flying over his farmlond. 

A few hours later, about two miles to  the west, a t  East Morion, Edmund Morgan, 
Curator o f  Tockapousho Museum i n  Seaford, while collecting algae on the shore of 
Long lslond Sound, sow opparently the same flock reduced by three, f lying westward, 
and further down the North Fork. According to  Latham, Paul Stoutenburg saw them 
east of Riverhead, sti l l  o flock o f  ten and traveling westward. That, according to 
our records, was the lost seen of the combined flock. 

Perhaps the most intimate association with the Wood lbis took place a t  East 
Moriches, where one was discovered about August 29 by Gilbert Raynor of Monor- 
ville and was seen a day or so later by Dennis Puleston of Broolthaven and Roy 
Wilcox of Speonlc. The bird was found along the Terrell River, a roosting ground 
for Common and Snowy Egrets, which has a wide estuary leading into Moriches Bay. 
The bird was noticed feeding in the reedy shallows or perched on one of the dead 
trees on the west bonk where the orea is still wild and forested. On the east bank 
are located various vantoge points f r im which the lbis could be observed, and i t  was 
on September 1, by invitation of Mr.  and Mrs. Terry of Blue Point, that  the author, 
his wife and Terry found the lbis near the mouth of the Terrell River feeding olong 
the east shore. While observing the bird we were joined by Roy Wilcox and Mr .  and 
Mrs. Harold Evens of Northville. 

Perfect views o f  the bird were available for about on hour through binoculars 
and a spotting scope. While feeding, the bird incessantly probed or sifted the 
soft black mud, apparently in search of soft marine life such as worms and the 
like. Whatever i t  found caused no hesitation in  the incessant dowitcher-like 
probing. The bird's bil l  was continually open for an inch or more, allowing the 
pinkish interior to be easily seen. The lbis was not distracted by a Mute Swan 
several feet away or by a Common Egret which l i t  nearby. After having been fully 
satisfied as to its method of feeding, Wilcox and Evans flushed the bird, and the 
long-geared floshy black and white form leisurely flew to a distant dead tree on the 
west bank where i t  alighted against the background of the y t t i n g  sun. 

$,s late as 1942 Allan D. Cruickshank, in  his book Birds Around New Yorlc 
City, tells of only one record of the Wood lbis from Long Island - a specimen 
taken a t  East Marion on June 21, 1890. He called i t  "on accidental visitant from 
the south" and said that there were two twentieth-century records for Cape May 
County, New Jersey. Roy Latham in the Baldwin Bird Club's NO. 5, 1956 publica- 
tion of "The Long Island Naturalist" states tha t  Clarence Schellinger of East Marion 
shot the lbis i n  1890, in a swamp adjoining Dam Pond between Orient and Green- 
port. Continuing, Latham tells of a Wood lbis seen by him on June 23, 1955, 
standing on the north border of Dam Pond a t  the exact location where the former 
lbis was found. He writes: "The bird, on adult, was seen to strike several times 
for food. Schools of immature sea herring (Culpea Harengus) were running in  the 
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pond, which is a salt water branch of the Orient harbor. The bird, when distributed, 
flew several hundred yards and alighted in  the top of a smoll swamp tree. There 
appear to have been no intervening records for this species on Long Island between 
1890 and 1955." 

I n  the f inal analysis i t  seems phenomenal that  on a l l  three occasions the Wood 
Ibises were seen a t  East Marion, the first two records being l imited to thot locality, 
and also that a flock of thirteen should appear in  1958 when only two individuals 
had been seen i n  the 68 years previous to tho t  date. - John J. Elliott, 3994 Park 
Avenue, Seaford 

Some Brief Tug Hill Plateau Observations - The Tug  Hi l l  Plateau, located largely 
in northeastern Oswego County and the southern two-thirds of Lewis County, has Iong 
been an ornithological unknown. A recent t r ip there (10  June 1957) resulted in 
brief survey of the area and the formation of plo-s to explore i t  more thoroughly 
in  the future. Access was achieved by o 20-mile-long lumber road that takes off 
from Route 12, north o f  Houseville, between Tur in and Lowville; the first six miles 
of this were covered by car, the remaining 14 on foot. Briefly, the terrain is that 
of very low, long irregular ridges with alternating swamp and bog areas; the majority 
of the drier ridge area is covered with a m i x t ~ ~ r e  of second-growth northern hard- 
woods (Sugar Maple, Yellow Birch, White Birch), while the finger-like wet areas 
are either Tag Alder grass swamp or Black Snr~~ce-blueberry bogs. The bogs and 
ridges are rimmed with o heavy growth o f  Hemlock and Gray Birch, a situatioq 
particularly attractive to  the numerous warblers. Sluggish streams meander back 
and forth across the road but few areas of extensive (one square mile or more) 
swamp or bog abut directly on the road. 

The counts below are done on a "singing mole" basis along the 14 miles of road 
This observer was particularly impressed by the abundance of singing male warblers 
and tl ic marked poucity of woodpeckers and hawks in  that oreo. Interesting ta 
note also was the greater abundance of the White-throated Sparrow as compared to 
the Slate-colored Junco. 

Goshawk - 2 adults, 3 yourig in  nest; Chimney Swift -30, usually around 
the unused hunting cabins; Hairy Woodpecker - 5, a nest: Downy Woodpecker - 
2; Crested Flycatcher - 15; Yellow-bellied Flycatcher - 2: Traill's Flycatcher 
- 55; Least Flycatcher - 30; Olive-sided Flycatcher - 4; Catbird - 65; Wood 
Thrush - 3; Hermit Thrush - 32; Swainson's Thrush - 38; Veery - 30; 
Solitary Vireo - 28; Red-eyed Vireo - 40; Black-and-white Warbler - 6; hash- 
ville Warbler - 5 ;  Parula Warbler - 2; Magnolia Warbler - 75; Black-throated 
Blue Warbler - 58; Myrtle Warbler - 18; Black-throated Green Warbler - 78, 
Blackburnian Worbler - 65; Chestnut-sided Warbler - 145; Ovenbird - 45; 
Northern Waterthrush - 52; Mourning Worbler - 24; Yellow-throat - 75; 
Canada Warbler - 64; Redstart - 46; Scarlet Tanoger - 27; Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak - 20; Indigo Bunting 15; Purple Finch - 4 6  (1 nest); Goldfinch - 50; Slate- 
colored Junce - 35; White-throated Sparrow - 85; Swamp Sparrow - 38; Song 
Sparrow - 90.* 

Single individuals of the Red-toiled Hawk, the Red-shouldered Howk, a ~ d  the 
Broad-winged Hawk were seen. A pair each of Mallards, Block D~~cks ,  and Wood 
Ducks were noted; this observer considered i t  rather unusuol to f ind ducks still 
paired this love i n  the season. The complete absence o f  Yellow Warblers was most 
remarkable as several areas of willow scrub and compside areas seemed suitable 
habitat. 

This large block of northern ovifauna may well serve as the source of those 
birds - e. g. Blue-headed Vireo, White-throated Sparrow, Myrtle Warbler that 
sporadically appear to breed close to the north shore o f  Oneida Loke and near the 
eostern end of Lake Ontario. The descending slope of the land and the direction 
of stream flow with the concomitant fingers of streamside Hemlock, alder, and 
larch tend south and west and could serve as submarginal habitat and channels for 
the spread of these northern species. 

A n  earlier and particularly interesting account of birdl ife in  this area has been 
written by R. Arbib in  the Linnean Newsletter, Vol. 7, #6, 1953. 

*Bold face number; indicate high counts of certain species; bold face names 
indicote more unusual northern" ovifauna. 

Fritz Scheider, 151 Seventh North Street, Syracuse 8, New York 
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Barn Swallow Migration a t  Jones Beach - On August 23rd, 1958, in compony 
with p. A. Buckley, D. B. Pealcall, H. Recher and F. Scheider, I saw an enormous 

migration of Barn Swollows (Hirundo rustica) along Jones Beach, L. I. 
The migration was i n  fu l l  swing for about four hours, from 10 a, m, to 2 p, m., and 
sample counts during this period showed on average of 80  to 90  birds possing per 
minute, or roughly 5,000 birds per hour: mast of these were following the northern 
edge of the borrier beach or f lying over the adjoining marshes. On reaching Captree 
State Pork, a t  the east end of Jones Beoch, a t  2 p, m, we found many birds arriving 
from the north-east, suggesting that they were crossing from the mainland to the 
beach, and during the remainder of the afternoon, which we spent on Fire Island, 
we saw only comparatively small numbers, possing westwards along the north shore 
of the island and crossing to  Jones Beach from its westernmost point. Although I 

no complete count, the total number possing during the day must have ap- 
proached 25,000, and may well have been considerably lorger. 

Stone (Bird Studies a t  Old Cope May, New Yorlc, 1937) describes very similor 
movements of Barn Swallows at  Cope May, N. J., but  I hove not found any previous 
records from Long Island: Cruiclcshank (Birds around New Yorlc City, New Yorlc, 
1942) regarded concentrations of even o few hundred as unusual there. On the 
other hand, as Stone points out, a large Born Swallow migration is only subtly spec- 
raculor, and such movements may well hove been overlooked in the past. There is, 
in fact, no reason to believe that the numbers which I saw might hove been due to 
concentration by abnormal weother conditions. A cold front had passed through the 
area during the night of August 21st-22nd, bringing a good deal of rain to inland 
dictricts, but there was only a slight fal l  in temperature as the front moved out to 
sea on the 22nd, and the wind changed rapidly through north-east to east as the 
high pressure centre moved E. N. E, into New England. August 23rd was typically 
fine and worm on Jones Beoch, with a l ight onshore wind freshening from the south- 
east. I t  is possible that such conditions are especially fovauroble for Barn Swallow 
migration: additional records would be of great interest. - I. C. T. Nisbitt, Cam- 
bridge, Moss. 

An Albino Starling - A white Starling, with no dark feathers, was first seen 
in mid-July 1958 and last noticed two months later, in mid-September, by Mrs. 
Albert Dotter in  her bock yord a t  37  Wellington Road, Delmar, N. Y. The bird 
acted quite fearless, like o young bird, in its first appearance on the lawn as i t  came 
up close to the back porch. Later i t  was seen on the lawn ond in trees by Mr.  and 
Mrs. Dotter and their neighbors after it and other Starlings had flown in from o 
wooded area. This Albino with its grayish bi l l  appeared daily a t  first, then i t  was 
observed only o f f  and on. Usually the conespicuous white bird, which was often 
chased by the other birds, stoyed alone ond a t  a little distance from the other dorkly 
plumaged Starlings. - Lill ian C. Stoner, 3'59 State Street, Albany 

I-IIGI-ILIGI ITS OF T I  IE FALL SEASON 
A U G U S T  16 - NOVEMBER 30, 1958 

ALLEN 1-1. BBNTON 

Most of my birding is confiilecl to the spring season, when I teach a class 
in ornithology. But I have enjoyed inany hours of vicarious birding at all of 
the best birding spots in the state, while preparing the quarlerly reports for 
publication. I11 general, it was a reasonably normal fall - a little wet, a 
little cool, but in most ways fairly normal. As for the birds, there were bright 
spots and dark spots. Among the bright spots, a spectacular gull concen- 
tration was reported from the Niagara Gorge in Region 1. Almost every 
reporter noted unusually good seed and fruit crops, which may augur well ' 

for winter sunrival, after the poor crops and heavy snows of last year. In a 
less cheerful vein, cliving cl~~clts were almost uniformljr low, some reporters 
indicating a serious decline according to presently available figures. The 
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fall numbers of herons and egrets sccnled very low, with iclativcly few of 
even ~ l l c  most common l~ost-n~~ptiiil wanderers. Six ot' the ten regions le. 
l ~ o r t ~ d  a declinc or coinplcte absence of h c  Carolina Wrcn, which has bem 
appearing in more northerly areas each year. Bluebirds, which were re- 
inarltaldy hard to i'incl last spring, scc~necl to have had a good summer, but 
nurnbcrs arc still well below normal, accorcling to migration reports, 

As usual, rarities turned up here and there. Among those which perhaps 
mcrit mention here arc: Icing Rail a i d  Yellow-throated N7arbler in lIiegioll 
3; Littlc Gull, Purple S:llld]IilX~, and Marblccl Godwit from Region 5; Ralien 
ancl Little Rluc IIcron in Region 8; Wood Ibis and Purple Gallinule From 
licgion 9; Dicltcissel in boll1 Region 9 and Region 10; ancl on Long Island, 
such things as thc scconcl eastern record for the Sage Thlashcr, several 
Wcstcrn I<ii~gl~i~~cl reports, Yellow Rail, Curlew Sandpiper and Buff-breasted 
Sancll>il~cr. 

Winter birds arc thus far lather scanty. Most itgions ~q~or tec l  1arg 
uuin'hcrs of Pint Siskins, a i d  White-winged Crossbills were reported oFtel1 
enough to give some hope that this ma~7 be a good wintcr to we this ~~suall~r 
scarce spccics. At present it has not bccoinc obvious what ltind of a wintel 
1,ircl .season clrc arc going to have, but the Cl~r is t~nas  censuscs will soon be 
giving us a clue. 

REGION 1 - NIAGARA FRONTIER 
ROBERT F. ANDRLE 

The latter half of August continued nlilcl but slightly cooler than t1lc 
pwwcling two weelts. Sunshine was abundant and precipitation normal, 
T h e  only clistul.l,ance of note was a severe thundersquall, high winds, and 
some hail over the region on August 31. Migration of passerines was almost 
nil during this period but shorelirds continuecl rather. nuinerous as lalte 
levels remaincd low and algae covered inany parts of the shore. September 
wus generally cloudy with chazlgeable weather, temperatures near norn~al, 
and, p~:ecipit.ation 1.58 illchcs above the mean. Light frost occurred in rural 
scctions on the twelfth and twenty-ninth and a pronounced cold front passed 
on the last day of the inoi~th, Warblers were much in evidence, at last 
seven "waves" being notecl, although other species of birds appeared to be 
less cominon than usual. In  most respects weatl~erwise it was o pleasant 
October with clear and cloudy clays in average abunclance and temperaturcs 
and precipitation departing little from the means. N o  severe weather phe- 
nomena occurred during the month and sunsbiile was 7% above the long term 
average, There were some late records for land bird migrants and the 
waterfowl appeared in the usual n~lnlbers with the exception of Oct 26 to 28 
when there was considerable movement, especially of geese, over the region. 
If: was a mild and suilny November with tenlperatures averaging 5 degrees 
above normal until the last week y h e n  a cold wave with considerable 
snowfall closing roads, and bringing midwinter temperature. Again a spec- 
tacular sight was the tremendous number of gulls along the Niagara River 
chiefly from Niagara Falls to its mouth at Lake Ontario, 

Loons - Ducks: In late October and eorly November Common Loons were in 
evidence on Lake Ontario in noteworthy numbers. Most were flying eastward but 
some also were moving in a vjesterly direction. On Oct 28 a total o f  64 were ob- 
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served near Lokeside (Andrle, Hochmuth), 103 in one hour on Oct 29 at  Shadigee 
(Andrle), and 175 also in about one hour on Nov 8 along a stretch of the lake shore 
( ~ ~ t ~ l l s ) .  Two Red-throated Loons and also 140 Horned Grebes were noted by the 
Axtells during the fl ight on Nov 8. A Red-necked Grebe remained in the Niogora 
Gorge below the falls into November, another was seen a t  Bay View Nov 15 (Bourne), 

two were seen on Lolte Ontario Nov 23 (Axtells). One to three Pied-billed 
Grebes remained in the gorge a t  Niagara Falls through the end of the period. The 
only Common Egret reported was on Aug 21 a t  Randolph Pond (Elclerkin). Whistling 
Swans appeared o l i t t le more frequently than normal with flocks being reported from 
Loltes Ontario, Erie and Chautauqua. On Sept 15 at  Gainsville the first Canada 
Geese were recorded (15) (Grosby fide Smith), and numerous floclcs, some numb?ri~-g 
in the hundreds, were reported over Buffalo and localities as far south as Olean 
on Oct 26. Of interest was an immature Blue Goose reported at  Burnt Ship Creek 
on Grand Island Nov 22 (Mitchell, Clarlc). From 2000 to 3000 Bront were re- 
ported flying eastward ot  Shad i~ee on Lolte Ontario between dawn and 9:00 A M  
(Rue fide Andrle). On Oct 28 between Lolteside and Olcott on Lalte Ontario, 320 
Brent were observed, some flying westward as well as to the east (Andrle, Hochmuth). 
In conne,:tion wi th this f l ight  i t  is worth mentioning that the wind changed from 
5SW on Oct 25 to NE, N and N W  in  which directions i t  remained for five doys, 
the temperature dropping several degrees although the wind remained at. overages 
from 9.7 to 12.8 mph. throughout. I n  general no unusuol numbers or occurrences 
of ducks were reported during the period. 700  Black Ducks were observed in two 
localities on Lalce Ontario Nov 23 (Axtells). Ring-necked Duck, a species that is 
seldom seen here in the fal l migration, was observed on Nov 12 (two) a t  Burnt Ship 
Creek (Mitchell), seven on Choutauqua Lalte Nov 16 (Anderson), and two at  Niagara 
Falls Nov 22 (Axtells). N o  Eiders or Harlequin Ducks had appeared up to the end 
of November. 3000  Red-breasted Mergansers were observed mostly flying westward 
on Lake Ontario Nov 1 (Axtells). 

Hawks- Owls: The only Goshawk of the neriod was a bird observed five miles 
east of Olcott on Nov 8 (Axtells). The first Osprey of the season was reported 
from the Allegheny River on A L I ~  31 (Eaton). Marsh Hawlts and Red-tailed Hawlts 
seemed to be in  somewhot above normal numbers in the region, especially in 
October. A few Rough-legged Hawlts appeared from the middle of October on but 
nowhere near the numbers that hove been recorded in some previous years. Turkeys 
and Ruffed Grouse as well as several small species were reported feeding on beechnuts 
in Cattoraugus County (Eaton). Two Common Gallinules on Oct 31 a t  East Eden 
Pond were the last recorded for the year (Bourne). Golden Plover were only reported 
from Grand Island (one) Nov 1 1  (Freitog) during the period although more appeared 
in Ontario. Shorebirds were common up to the middle of September on the Ontario 
shore of Lalte Erie but  as usuol few were noted within the region. A Boird's Sand- 
piper was observed by Andrle on Sept 30  near Lalteside on Lake Ontario. This 
species has been unusually numerous on the Canadian shore of Lalce Erie. The 
lost White-rumped Sandpiper appeared near Lalteside on Oct 29 (Andrle). A pair 
of Red Phalaropes were found a t  Boy View on Lake Er ie  Nov 24 (Bourne). They 
were well seen by many observers and one was noted for the last time on Nov 27. 
The only northern gull reported to  the end of the period was a Glaucous Gull Nov 29 
at Squaw Island (Andrle, Thil l). The gull concentration on the Niagara River con 
only be described as sensational. By November 6 a rough estimate placed the gull 
numbers on Lake Ontario and up the Niagara River to Lewiston as 15,000 Herring 
Gulls, 10,000 Ring-billed gulls and 5000 Bonaparte's Gulls, (Axtells). Another 
estimate on Nov 9 from 1.5 miles above Niagara Falls to the Rainbow Bridge, a 
short distance downriver from the American Fall< totaled: Herring Gulls 5000,( Ring- 
billed Gulls 17,000, Bonaparte's Gulls 5000 (Axtells). There were also 2000 of 
the last species a t  the Peace Bridge a t  Buffalo on the some date. The Axtells 
mode accurate gul l  counts on the entire Niagara River on Nov 1 1  and 27. Each 
count gave 70,000 gulls, about two-thirds of which were a t  Niogara Falls and most 
of the rest downstream from there. On both counts Ring-billed Gulls. made up about 
half and Herring Gulls about one-third of the total while a maximum of 12,000 
Bonaparte's Gulls were present. One to two Franklin's Gulls were noted by several 
observers a t  Niagaro Falls in  October and November. Litt le Gulls were seen among 
the Bonaparte's Gulls a t  various places along the Niogoro River during November. 
The largest number determined definitely was on Nov 8 when four were noted at 
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Lewiston (Axtells), one a t  Niagara Fails, and one a t  Buffalo (Filor). One of the 
exciting discoveries of the year was a Sabine's Gull in  the gorge a t  Niagara Falls 
on Sept 3 0  and Oct 1, first found by Seeber and seen later by severol observers. A 
Forster's Tern was in  the gorge a t  Niagara Falls an Oct 1 (Andrle, Coggeshall). The 
lost Common Tern of the year also appeared in  the gorge on Nov 1 1  (Axtells) and 
two Caspian Terns on Sept 19 a t  Chautauqua Lake (Rue fide Andrle) were the last 
reported of this species in the region. On Nav 10  and Nov 25 two Barn Owls were 
brought to the Museum, the first from a warehouse in  Buffalo, the second possibly 
also from the city. A Barred Owl was reported from Hamburg Oct 2 7  (Bourne). N~ 
Snowy Owls had appeared t o  the end of the period. A n  injured Saw-Whet Owl was 
a t  Hamburg Nov. 4 - 3 0  (Bacon). 

Goatsuckers - Shrikes: Two Nighthawks on Sept 2 5  a t  Hamburg (Bourne) were 
the lost migrants recorded. The only Olive-sided Flycatcher t o  be reported was on 
Aug 29 in  Chautauqua gorge (Anderson, Knott). The great roost of Purple Martins 
a t  Jamestown held 25,000 birds on Sept 1, 3000  on Sept 16, and 200 on Sept 17 
(Beal). A Tufted Titmouse abserved at  Wilson Nav 2 (Brocltners), was the only 
one reported during the period. Carolina Wrens were not reported frequently. 
One wonders whether they have regained their numbers after their apparent mar- 
tal i ty or a t  least disappearance during the severe weather last winter. A Moclting- 
bird was reported a t  Niagara Falls from Nov 9 to 2 2  (Heilborn). Reports of three 
Wood Thrushes Oct 12  along the south shore of Lake Erie near Angola and Dunkirk 
(Rew, Stanley) were interesting as they are rarely seen so late. Water Pipits were 
fair ly numerous i n  October as were Cedar Waxwings i n  some localities. The first 
Northern Shrike appeared Oct 2 2  neor Attica Ctr. (Andrle). 

Vireos - Warblers: As was mentioned previously there were several pro- 
nounced warbler movements during September especially on the seventh, sixteenth 
and twentieth when flocks of 100 dr more were noted. Chestnut-sided ond Wilson's 
Warblers were present a t  least in some localities in  more than usual numbers during 
the first part  o f  September while Blackpoll Warblers frequently mode up at least 
hal f  to three-quarters of the flocks (Axtell). A Warbling Vireo Sept 21 a t  James- 
town (Beall was a somewhat late record for this species in  the region. A n  exceptional 
record was o Black-and-white Warbler (which was carefully observed feeding in a 
large spruce) a t  Wilson Nov 3 0  (Lehrers). A Nashville Warbler Oct 14-17 a t  Athol 
Springs (Csont) was the last migrant noted of this species. Parula Warblers were 
decidedly rare throughout the region during the migration. A Pine Warbler and 
a Connecticut Warbler, both rarities i n  the region, were observed in.Chestnut Ridge 
Park Sept 24 (Bourne). Late records were an Ovenbird Oct 12 near Olean (Eaton), 
a Common Yellowthroat near Java Center Nov 8 (Mitchell), and an American Red- 
start on Oct 2 6  near Youngstown (Coggesholl et  al l ,  Interesting was the report of 
a Yellow-breasted Chat Sept 6 a t  Gainesville (Mrs. E. V. Smith). This species is very 
seldom noted in  the region after the nesting season. 

Blackbirds - Sparrows: Eaton noted a .flock of 300  (;racltles feeding in the 
good beechnut crop near Olean Oct 21. A Rose-breasted Grosbeak a t  Wilson an Oct 
12 (Klabundes) was a late occurrence for this species. Evening Grosbeaks first 
appeared a t  Olean Nav 9 (Eoton) and were feeding on beechnuts along with Blue 
Jays, Black-capped Chickadees, and Red-breasted Nuthatches. Pine Slskins were 
reported from several localities but no Common Redpolls or other winter finches 
had appeared by the end of the period. Goldfinches seem to be more common than 
usual. Young in  large numbers were reported leaving their nests on Aug 25 and 
26 throughout the region (Axtell). Eoton reports Goldfinches wintering in good num- 
bers in the Olean area and feeding on a good crop of yellow birch seeds. Flocks 
totaling 600  on Nov 1 and 450 on' Nov 8 were observed along the south shore of 
Lake Ontario (Axtells). A Grasshopper Sparrow obtained a t  Elma on Oct 1 (Cogge- 
shall) is a very interesting late record for a species which i t  l i t t le noted in the fall. 
White-crowned Sparrows appeared to be less numerous than in other years in the 
region. Three White-throated Sparrows stayed through November at Hamburg 
(Bacon). Ten Fox Sparrows were 'noted near Olean Nov 9 (Eatan). On Noy 1 and 
8 Lapland Longspurs, 25 on each date, were abserved several miles east of Point 
Breeze near Lake Ontario (Axtells). Snow Buntings were first noted Oct 29 with 
a flock of 25 on the lake shore near Lakeside (Andrle) and a total of 850 were 
observed Nov 8 in  about 12 places along the Ontario Ploin to the eastward, (Axtells). 
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REGION 2 - GENESEE 

Telnperature during the last half of August was about ~iorinal except for 
a brief heat wave the last two clays of the month. The 31st brought the 

highest teinpesature, 91 *. September was about norinal in tempera- 
ture, as was October, except for a sharp freeze early in the month which set 
record low temperatures for a clay or two. Novcmb-1. was quite mild until 
Thanlcsgiving, after which mid-winter conditions prevailed until the end of 
elle month. Dusing this period temperatures rangccl clown to lo0, and over 
a foot I$ snow fell. 

Precipitation for the fall period, as well as for 111c First eleven rnonths of 
the year altogctlm, has been well abo-ve normal. I11 spite of this fact, the 
level of Lake Ontario and tllc sulxmncling bays a i d  poncls has been even 
lower than last year, which was a very dry year. 'The low water level re- 
sulted in good sl~orebirclin~, but brought small numbers O F  heroils a id  grebes. 
Heavy flights of b~ons, hrant and sco;cl.s occul.rcc1 during the latter part of 
October. T h e  flight of f'inches, on the other hancl, was lather poor, only 
the Pine Sislcin being rcported in any numbcrs, with one report of the White- 
wingecl Crossbill. 

Loons - Ducks: The highest count of Common Loons was /5 birds along the 
eost lake shore Oct 9, and the high count of Red-throated Loons was on almost 
unheard-of tatol of an  estimated 1200 along the west lolteshore Oct 23 (Listmon). 
200 Horned Grebes were reported Nov 9 around Hamlin State Pork (Dobson), but 
the Red-necked Grebe was unreported and the Pied-billed Grebe was scarce during 
the whole period. Two immature Gonnets were off the Russell power stat~on Nov 27 
(L. Moon, Listman) and the latter observer saw single birds Nov 29 ond 30  around 
Braddock's Bay. Single Double-crested Cormorants were reported Aug 16 and 19 
and Oct 5 around Braddock's Bay (Listmon). 

A single Whistl ing Swan was reported from Braddoclc's Boy Oct 18 (Listman) 
and a flock of 17 was seen ot  Honeoye Lake Nov 2 0  by the same observer. 5000 
Bront were observed along the west lalce shore Oct 2 6  (G. 0. S.) and 1500 were seen 
in the same general areo on Oct 2 8  (Listman). 100 were still present Nov 9 along 
the eost lake shore (G. 0. S.). Two Snow Geese were seen Nov 1 a t  Braddock's 
Bay (Listmon). Four Godwalls were seen Aug 20 a t  Manitou (Listman) and two at  
Mendon Ponds Oct 25 (Whites). N o  European Widgeon were observed, but 20 
American Widgeon were seen Aug 31 along the west lolte shore (Burroughs-Audubon 
Hike), 600 were seen Oct 2 6  in  the some area along with the Bront and Scater 
flight, and 150 were seen Nov 2 a t  Mendon Ponds (Whites). 1200 Pintoils were 
seen Oct 2 6  along the west lolte shore (G. 0. S. Hike). 15 Green-winged Teal were 
seen Aug 17 around Braddock's Boy (G. 0. S.). 25 Redheads were seen Nov 2 2  a t  
Durond (Storling, Brummer). 20 Canvosboclcs were a t  Mendon Ponds Oct 25 
(Whites). A floclc of Greater Scaup off: Durand was counted on Nov 1 by Starling 
at 1165 birds. This approximate number was still present at  the end of the period. 
1500 American Goldeneyes were migrating olong the west lolce shore by Nov 30  
(List.mon). 2000  Old Sq~tows were seen of f  Durand Nov 'I 1 (Listman). Two White- 
winged Scoters were seen a t  Manitou Sep 23 (Listman), 300 were seen olong the west 
lake shore Oct 2 6  (G. 0. S.), and 450 Oct 28 in the some areo (Listman). Four Surf 
Scoters were seen Oct 28 on the west lalce shore (Listman); five along the eost lolte 
shore Nov 9 (G. 0. S.), ond four were seen the same day a t  Homlin State Park 
(Dobson). 360  Common Scoters were seen Oct 26 olong the west lolte shore 
(G. 0. 5.) and seven a t  Hamlin State Park on Nov 9. 12  Ruddy Ducks were seen 
along the east lake shore Nov 9 (G. 0. 5.). 60  Hooded Mergansers were reported 
at Durand-Eastman Pork Nov 2 2  (Storling, Brummer). 

Hawks - Owls: No Goshawks were reported in  the area this year. A group 
of 45 Red-toiled and three Broad-winged Howlcs, observed Aug 30, was o very large 
number for any time during the fal l  migration, A Peregrine Falcon was observed 
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hunting near Salmon Creek Oct 7 (Listman). A single Piping Plover appeared Sep 
7 near Braddock's Bay and a bird of this species was present until Nov 11, a very 
late date. 62 Killdeers were seen Nov 4 ot  Salmon Creelc (Listman) and one bird 
wos still present Nov 29 at Summerville. The first record of the Golden Plover was 
of a single bird, Aug 17, at Braddock's (G. 0. 5.). A maximum of 84 occurred Sep 
30 west of Braddock's (Listman) and 15 were at Salmon Creek Oct 7 (Listmon, 
Brawn). The first Black-bellied Plover was seen Aug 3 at  Broddoclc's (Tanghe). 
29 Cornrlon Snipe were observed Nov 23 at Salmon Creek (G. 0. S.). A Whimbrel 
was seen Sep 1 at  Braddoclc's (Dabson, Vollc). Two Greater Yellowlegs were seen 
Nov 15 at  Salmon Creelc (Listman) and one Lesser Yellowlegs was seen in the same 
place Nov 16 (Dobson). Ten Knots were seen Aug 3 1 at Braddock's (Burroughs. 
Audubon Hike), and two Pectoral Sandpipers and 12 Dunlin were seen Nov 11 at 
Salmon Creek (Brawn, Listman). 20 White-rumped Sandpipers were seen Aug 30 
at Braddock's (Listman, O'Hara, Starling). Two Baird's Sandpipers were at Brad- 
dock's Aug 30, three at  Salman Creek Sep 25 (Listman), and a very late bird at 
Sulmon Creelc Oct 26 (G. 0. S.). A very late Least Sandpiper was seen Nov 15 
at Salmon Creek (Listman). 20 Short-billed Dowitchers were seen Aug 17 at Brad- 
dock's (G. 0. s.), 25 at  Northrup Creek Sep 14 (Dobson), and one Nov 9 at  Salmon 
Creelc (Listman). A typical Long-billed Dowitcher was seen Oct 4 at  Long Pond 
(Kemnitzer, Listmon). 12 S t i l t  Sandpipers were seen along the west lake shore 
Aug 31 (Listman, Mcl<inney), 8 a t  Northrup Creek Oct 5 (Dobson, Tanghe), and 
very late bird Nov 8 at  Salmon Creek (Starling). Four Western Sandpipers were seen 
Aug 31 at Braddack's (Listman, McKinney). A Hudsonian Godwit was seen at 
Braddock's Sep 4 (Schaefer), two a t  Northrup Creelc Sep 14-27, one of these re- 
maining at least until Oct 5 (Dabson, Tanghe). The Wilson's Phalarope was recorded 
four times from three locations along the west lake shore from Aug 17-30. More 
than one bird may well have been present. A Northern Phalarope was seen Sep'6 at 
Shore Acres and Sep 17 at Northrup Creek. The only Glaucous Gull far the period 
was one a t  Braddock's Nov 1 1 (Listman, Brown). Six Forster's Terns were seen 
Aug 30 at  Braddoclc's (O'Hara et al), 8 were seen at Charlotte Oct 4 (Kemnitzer, 
Listmon), and a very late bird at  Webster Parlc Nov 27 (Kemnitzer). 

Three Great Horned Owls were heard at Mendon Ponds Oct 25 (Whites) and the 
first Snowy Owl of the year was seen at  Summerviile Nav 23 (Dabson). 

Swifts- Shrikes: The Pileated Woodpecker was seen twice during Sep, and 
three times during Oct, near Avon (Haller). Another was seen on the east side of 
Irondequoit Bay Nov 14 (Listman). Ten Red-bellied Woodpeckers were seen Oct 1 
near Avon (Haller), and ten Red-headed Woodpeckers were seen in the same area 
Oct 15 by the same observer. A Yellow-bellied Sopsucker was seen Nov 21 or 
Bushneli's Basin (Doltins). Neither the Black-backed nor the Northern Three-toed 
Woodpecker has been seen this year, although there are plenty of dead elms on 
which they fed during their last invasion. TWO Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were seen 
along the west lake share Sep 1 (Schaefer, Filor, Listman), and two more were seen 
Sep 15 at  Avon (Haller). A late Wacd Pewee was seen Oct 3 at Avon (Holler). 
The only fall record of the Olive-sided Flycatcher was of one bird Sep 1 at the 
BAWS (McKinney). Two Cliff Swallows were at  Manitou Aug 16 (Starling, Miller), 
and one at Buck Pond Sep 22 (Listman), Ten Red-breasted Nuthatches were counted 
in Durund-Eastman Park Nav 23 (G. 0. S.). 18 Winter Wrens were reported Sep 
28 in Island Cottage woods (Dobson). 30 Robins were still in Durand-Eastman 
Parlc Nav 22 (Starling Brummer). Gray-cheeked Thrushes seemed common this 
fall, 12 being reported Sep 16 at Manitou (Listman), and ten being seen at  lslond 
Cottage Oct 4 (Dobson). Only two reports of Bluebirds were received during the 
period, one of three birds Aug 23 at  Letchwarth Park (Zeitler) and a single bird 
Oct 25 at  BAWS (Mitchell). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was observed Sept 16 at 
Manitou (Listman). This bird is very uncommon in this a k a  after the nesting 
season. One Bohemian Waxwing was seen in  company with Cedar Waxwings in 
Durand Nov 29 (Starling, Miller). Northern Shrikes have been uncommon this year, 
the first report being of one bird Oct 24 at Hamlin State Parlc (Listman). 

Vireos-Sparrows: A Solitary Vireo was seen on the very early date of Aug 
16 at  Avon (Holler), ond a Philadelphia Vireo was seen Sep 6 in Genesee Valley 
Park (Schmanlte). A Brewster's Warbler was carefully observed Aug 21 on Clover 
Street, southeast of Rochester (Whites). An Orange-crowned Warbler was seen 
in Island Cottage Woods Oct 4 (Listman), and the same observer saw another of this 
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species at  Manitou Oct 6. Three Parula Warblers were seen Sep 6 in Genesee 
Valley Parlc (Schmanlce). Numbers of Myrtle Warblers were still present in Durand 
in the late Nov, twelve being seen on the 2 2  (Starling), and 8 on the 23 (G. 0. S.). 
A very late dote for the Block-throated Green Warbler was Oct 28 a t  Highland 
park (Starling). TWO Pine Warblers were seen at  Highland Parlc Sep 1 (Starling), 
four at Avon Sep 8 (Holler), and one a t  Genesee Valley Pork Sep 28 (Schmanke). 
A Connecticut Warbler was seen a t  Island Cottage Woods Sep 30  (Listman). A 
late Redstart was seen Sep 19 a t  Island Cottage Woods (Dobson). A pair of Cardi- 
nals was observed feeding young out o f  the nest Oct 4 a t  Avon (Hailer). A Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak was seen Oct 4 in  the Island Cottage woods (Icemnitzer and List- 

13 Purple Finches were seen a t  Durand Nov 2 2  (Starling and Brunner). 
150 Pine Sislcins were seen moving along the lake share a t  Durand on Nav 8 and 
40 were seen in  Durand Nov 2 2  (Starling and Brummer). One White-winged 
Crossbill was seen Nov I6 i n  Durand (Rising and Oarsman). The only Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow of the year was a bird seen in  o small marsh in  Brighton on Nov 2 (Starling). 
200 Slate-collored Juncos were seen i n  Highlond Parlc Oct 28 (Starling). 12 White- 
throated Sparrows were still in Durand Nov 2 9  (Starling, O'Hara, Miller). Single 
Lincoln's Sparrows were seen Sep 29 and Oct 4 and 6 along the west lake shore 
(Kemnitzer and Listman). Three Lapland Longspurs were seen near Webster Nov 
24 (Listman). The maximum number of Snow Buntings reported this fai l  was 1000 
birds in several floclcs moving past Hamlin State Parlc Nov 8 (Dabson). 

61 Richl~~ml St., I10c1tester 0 

REGION 3 - FlNGEK LtZICES 
SALLY F. ~ I O Y T  

The weather for thc i:cporting period was generally cool, cloucly a i d  wet. 
Rainfall continuecl above normal, temperatures below normal. T h e  end of 
November saw the arrival of the first general snows and vcry cold weather. 
Lakes wcrc high, culting clown on sho~~ebitcls 'because of lack of mucKlats. 

A foggy with light rains, from September 16 to 19, produced, or 
I~erl~aps just made for eviclent, a very heavy migration, particularly of 
Thrushes cluring the nights. T h e  night of Sept. 16-17 was most note- 
worthy for this. 

This fall, i n  contrast to last, wilcl I.'oocl seems abunclant. 
Loons- Ducks: No reports of Red-throated Loons this fall. The latest report 

of a Common Egret was Sept 14 a t  Montezuma (J.  Walker). American Bitterns 
were scarcer around Ithaca, and neither this species nor the Least Bittern was 
reported from Keulta this fall. A Whistling Swan spent several days a t  Montezuma 
Refuge around Nov 10. A floclc of 8 or 10 dropped in on a pond n. of Waterloo 
about the same time, and i t  is understood that one was shot. 

Southward bound Canada Geese seemed part ic~l iar ly numero~~s and conspicuo~~s 
this fall. A. Robins011 reports a large floclc on Seneca Lake on Oct 20. Dave 
Allen indlicated that  flocks he saw aver lthoca on November 18 were as big 
as any a l l  fall. Brant again were reported on Cayuga, and there were 8 a t  the 
south end of Seneca Lake on Oct 17 (Robinson). A flock of Snow Geese was seen 
over Dryden an Nov 1 (P. I<elsey) and approximately 75 of them were reported from 
Cayuga Lake, and fields south of the Lake, from Nov 16-21. I t  was one of the 
first times in  the memories of area residents that  numbers of the Snows rested here 
in fall, 'There were 3 Blue Geese with about 150 Conadas an the display pond 
at Montezuma for a period of time. 

The dabbling duclcs seemed scarce this fa i l  to several observers, except for 
Boldpates a t  Montezuma. For example, there was just one report of Pintails on 
Keulca (F. Guthrie) and none of Green-winged Teals, and Wood Duclcs were also 
scarce. A flock of 150-200 Mallards and Bloclcs and over 60 Wood Duclcs paid 
doily visits to the Sapsucker Woods pond and feeding station In Oct and Nov, and 
included one Baldpate-Mallard hybrid, photographed by A. A. Allen. A few 
Shovellers appeared on Punch Bowl Lake a t  Watlcins Glen Oct 30  (A. Robinson). 

Refuge Manager Morse reports that  a t  Montezuma Refuge, mast of the common 
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species were down in numbers, although American Widgeon showed an increase 
os did Canada Geese and Coots. The high count for the fall was reached the weei 
of Oct 12-18, with numbers as follows: Mallards 2000; Black Ducks 200; Pintails 
1000; Green-winged Teal 500: Baldpates 15,000; Shovellers 50; Wood Duck 200; 
Redheads 50; Ring-necked Duclcs 50; Ruddies 20; Hooded Mergansers 10; American 
Meraansers 20: Canada Geese 350: Coots 2000. .- .. 

o n  ~ovember .8, 82  ran-t w&'seen on the Storage Pond. 
Hawks-Owls:  No reports of Goshawks this fall. A Sharp-shinned Idawk 

which hod been taking birds at the Lyons' feeder in  Avoca all fall was caught by 
2 cats in late November! Hawks, except for Kestrels seemed scarce oround Geneva 
(J. Walker) and Kestrels were low oround Ithaca. This does not appear to be 
Rough-leg year, although a few widely scottered reports have come in  from the 
Region. Almost no reports of Osprey this fall. 

Ruffed Grouse were abundant at I<eulca, but did not seem so near Ithaca. One 
of the Region's most interesting records is of a King Rail seen Sep 12 between 
Portogeville and Letchworth Park entrance, (W. Groesbeck). It has been some years 
since anyone has reported this irregular summer resident. 

Walker found the Common Gallinule abundant this foll. 12. was last seen Sept 
28. The shorebird migration was very disappointing, chiefly because there were 
few mud flats exposed. A White-rumped Sandpiper was seen on one of the new 
ponds north of Mohawk Airport near lthaca on Oct 9 by Paul I<elsey. No reports 
of Phalaropes this fall. 

The Blackbacked Gulls began to appear in  good numbers on Cayuga by lote 
Nov; and there were 4 on Seneca by the end of the month (A. Robinson). Mourning 
Doves seemed numerous near Watltins Glen the end of. November (Bardeen). 

The Barn Owls were still around and calling in Seneca Falls on Sept 3 (Walker). 
The Barred Owl has been heard off and bn this fall in Sapsucker Woods, but not the 
Horned Owl, There seem to be fewer reports of Screech Owls lately. 

Swifts-Shrikes: Hummingbirds were scarce in early fall as they had been 
throughout the summer. Mrs. Carter reports that they left Avoca on Sept 10, two 
weeks earlier thon usual, and I sow none at  my feeders in Etna after Sept first 
this year. 

A family group of six Pileated Woodpeckers was seen in Avoca in late summer 
(fide Carter). A Red-bellied Woadpeclter (female) appeared at  the Truax feeder 
at  Enfield near lthaca on Nov 16. Almost no reports of Red-headed Woodpeckers 
in this Region where they do not yet seem to be increasing as in some other Regions. 

Blue Jays seem up in numbers oround Ithaca, and Crows seem to be increasing 
slightly too. Continued reports of Tufted Titmice at  new stations. Almost no 
Red-breasted Nuthatch migration this fall, and Carolina Wrens are scarce, olthough 
a pair was reported near the Glen entrance at  Wotltins Glen all fall. 

The Mockingbird has returned for the t.hird winter to the Shepherd feeder at 
Ludlowville, and one remained at Keulto until Sept 20. Robins were migrating in 
numbers through lthaca an Oct 9, but nevertheless were down in numbers, although 
late summer nestings seemed quite successful. There was a spec?acular Thrush 
migration nights of Sept 16-19, especially the 16th. W. C. Dilger reported he had 
never heard so many Swainson's ond Gray-cheeks. Bluebirds continued scarce, but 
Mrs. M. Bardeen reported 12 on Oct 15 as they were picking grapes on their form 
at  Burdett. 

There"did not appear to be such large flocks of Starlings in the Region this fall. 
Warblers - Sparrows: The same conditions that provided the good Thrush 

flight from Sept 16.1.0 19 brought large numbers of Warblers, and the usual fall 
migrants could be seen, especially olong streams. The only really unusual report 
was of a Yellow-throated Warbler a t  the Orcutt feeder in Penn Yon, from NOV 
6-1 1 .  Several Myrtles were still to be found in  Stewart Pork, Ithaca, at the end 
of November. 

House Sparrows seem particularly abundant at feeders this fall. A. A. Allen 
reported that Blackbird migration was much less spectacular this foll, and there 
were certainly fewer Rusty Blackbirds than last fall. Cowbirds are lingering in 
numbers, however. 

There appears to be no great flight of winter finches so far. Evening Gros- 
beaks first appeared around Nov 1, but in small numbers, and did not come to 
feeders until the end of the mohth. A few small flocks of Pine Sislcins have been 
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seen. near Ithoca, but  no other locations mention them. A male Towhee appeared 
a t  the Atwood feeder the first of December, in  Avoco. 

white-throated Sparrows arrived in  fairly good floclts in lthoco area on Oct 8 
(A, C. Lane) but  in general these and White-crowns were down in numbers through- 
out the Region, ond White-crowns did not appear a t  the Sapsucker Woods feeder as 
in other years. Fox Sparrows were scarce or missing. 3 Snow Buntings were seen 

the dike a t  Montezumo Oct 2 2  (G. deforest) and there have been reports since 
of small flocks in  the Cayuga Basin. 

Laborwtorjl of Ornithology, Cornell University, Ithac~l 

REGION 4 - SUSQUEHANNA 
LESLIE E. B E M ~ N T  

The latter half of August was very normal, weatherwise, but Sqternbel. 
was decicledly wet with the temperature showing a great deal of day-to-day 
~wiation but averaging about normal. October brought the first widespread 
killing frost the ~norning of the 6th. During an eight clay period, from the 
2211d to the 29t11, it rained or snowed every day. T h e  first snow fell Ocr. 25 
but it was only a trace. Novelnber was rather wet ancl slightly warm on the 
average, but during the last three,ways of the month we got our first goocl 
taste of winter with up to 5 inches of snow and sustaiixxl sub-freesing 
tempera tLIreS. 

Fruit and seccl crops were generally excellent throughout the region. 
Thornapple, especially, was spectacular in the Bingllamton area. Mr. Wil- 
son, of Deposit, writes that this year produced the most abundant overall 
wild fruit and seed crop that he  has ever seen. 

Loons- Ducks: A Common Loon was found on o small lake near Unadilla 
Nov 8 (Wisner). Only one Common Egret was reported during the period and thot 
was seen wading in  the Susquehanna River near Johnson City during the last week of 
Aug (Dr. Stondfost). Two rather late Green Herons were at  Sherburne Oct 12 
(Whites). Black-crowned Night Herons appear to be rather scarce now. The only 
one reported during the period was a t  Sherburne Aug 21 (Whites). When their old 
nesting colony was disrupted by the beginning of construction of Harpur College 
Campus several years ago a t  least port of the colony moved into a small stand of 
trees about 1/2 mile away on the south bank of the S~lsquehanna River at  Wil low 
Paint, across f rom Johnson City. They ore now being deprived of thot site by the 
start of construction of the Binghomton sewage processing plant. 

An eorly floclc of Canada Geese was heard f lying over Binghomton Sep 1 1  
(Aton). From then unti l  Nov 18, when a floclc of over 250 was seen over Bing- 
harnton (R. Sheffield), unusually large numbers of them were noted. A flock of at  
least 62 Moliords and 13 Black Ducks was seen regularly on a small marsh next to a 
heavily travelled road near Endwell during the first half of September and hunters 
reported seeing quite o few Wood Ducks but the dabblers went pretty much un- 
observed otherwise. The divers seemed to have the split duck hunting season 
pretty well diagnosed because a mole Bufflehead a t  Chenango Volley State Park 
Nov 19 (Marsi, Linaberry), a Ruddy Duck a t  Norwich Nov 2 (Whites) and four 
Hooded Mergansers a t  Sherburne Oct 12  (Whites) were the only ones reported 
before the end o f  the period. 

Hawks-Owls: As usual few hawks were reporred. A Broad-winged Hawk 
Aug 16 between Johnson City and Endweil (Bemont) bnd four Ospreys, the first 
Oct 1 1  a t  Maine in Broome Co. (Beaver) and the last Oct 21 a t  Unadilla (Wisner), 
were the only certain migrants. The more reliable hunters report Ruffed Grouse 
to be quite plentiful. An immature Sora was seen at  Norwich Oct 7 (Whites). 
Killdeer were last seen at  Unadilla Nov 9 (Wisner). American Woodcock were in 
relatively good supply unti l  the last one was seen Oct 29 a t  Union Center, nor of 
Endicott (Leslie). The earliest Common Snipe reported was at  Sherburne Aug 31 
and the last a t  Norwich Nov 15 (Whites). A Greater Yellowlegs a t  Sherburne Oct 
12 (Whites) was our last and two Pectoral Sondpipers at  the same place a t  the same 
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time were the only ones reported. Three Least Sandpipers a t  the South Otselic 
Fish Hatchery Aug 17 and one a t  Sherburne Sep 14 were our first and last resoecti~el~ 
(Whites). A Semipolmated Sandpiper a t  Wil low Point Aug 24 (M. Sheffield, 
Ohrberg) was the only one reported. Shorebirds always put on a rother poor show 
in  the region because available mud flats and beaches are in small patches so there 
is l i t t le chance for concentrotions to form. Two Upland Plover were found a t  Broome , 
Co. Airport Oct 12 (Sheffields). but when the spot was rechecked obout a week 
later there was none there. A Common Tern, an infrequently reported species in 1 

the region, wos a t  Norwich Sep 19 (Whites). 
Goatsuckers - Si~rikes: No Nighthawks were reported after Sep 8 and no 

Chimney Swifts after Aug 24. Two Yellow-shafted Flickers were sti l l  a t  Chenongo 
Valley State Pork Nov 28 (Sheffields). During November, especially the lotper 
part of the month, there was o mi ld f lurry of Pileated Woodpecker reports from 
various ports of the region. Only two Yellow-bellied Sapsucker reports: one on the 
south side of Binghamton Oct 2 (H. Marsi, H. Hock) and one a t  Choronut Center 1 
Oct 4 (Sheffields). N o  Kingbirds after Auri 2 4  but a Great Crested Flycatcher was 
still a t  Norwich Sep 12 (Whites). Oct 12  saw the lost Phoebes: one at  Mais  1 
(Beaver) and one a t  Choconut Center (Bemorit). "Lots" of Empidonax Flycatchers 
were seen on the south side of Binghamton Seo 2 2  (1-1. Marsi). One a t  Whitnq 1 
Point Oct 11 (Beaver) and another at  Choconut Center Oct -2 (M. Sheffield, Bemont! ' 

were both late records. Our last Wood Pewee was at  Choconut Center Sep 27. 
An Olive-sided Flycatcher was a t  Norwich Aug 17 (Whiles) and another was at 
Choconut Center Aug 26 (Sheffields). 

A Tufted Titmouse seen a t  Maine Sep 13 (Beaver) represents a new location, 
Another one was a t  Deposit Oct 1 (Wilson). There were only three Red-breasted 
Nuthatch reports: one a t  Sherburne Sep 14 (Whites), one neor Cooperstown Nov 16 1 
(Whites) and two a t  Chenango Valley Stote Park Nov 28 (Sheffields). The first 
Brown Creeper was a t  Choconut Center Oct 25 (Sheffields). They have been more ) 
common than usual in the Triple Cities area since then but have gone ~~nreported 
in  the rest o f  the region. N o  House Wrens were reported after Sep 29 and the 
first o f  several Winter Wren reports came Oct 11 north of Binghomton (M. Sheffield, 
Potts). Still no Carolina Wren reports. A Short-billed Marsh Wren was singing at 
Sherburnh Aug 17 (Whites). 

A Catbird a t  Choconut Center Oct 1 2  and o Brown Thrasher a t  the some place 
Oct 18 (Sheffields, Bemont) were both our last. Robins could sti l l  be seen in large ! 
floclts, especially in  thornapple thickets, unti l  Nov 9. Since then there have been ' 
only scattered reports, the latest one so far from Bainbridge Nov 27 (E. J. Smith). 
Two late Hermit Thrushes were a t  Chenango Volley Stote Park Nov 2 8  (Sheffields) 
and our last Veery was seen a t  Choconut Center Oct 5 (Sheffields). The number of 
migrating Bluebirds noted during October was appreciably lower than normal, but 
was pleasantly higher than one might expect with the number present during the 
breeding season in mind. The losl one was a t  Unadillo Nov 9 (Wisner). Galden- 
crowned I<inglets were f irst noted a t  Roundtop in Endicott Oct 11 (Bemont) and 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets a t  Choconut Center Sep 28 (Sheffields). 6ot.h species were 
common in the Triple Cities area, especially the latter. A Ruby-crown was still at 
Chenango Valley State Park Nov 28 (Sheffields). A small floclc of Water Pipits 
seen near St, John's Pond, north of Binghamton, Oct 1 1  (Sheffields) were the only 
ones renorted. Cedar Waxwinas seemed more common than usual i n  the Triple 
Cities area a l l  during the period. Our f irst Northern Shrike was near Choconut 

I 

Center Nov 2 2  (M. Sheffield). 
Vireos - Warblers: Red-eyed Vireos were here unti l  Oct 2 when one was seen 

on the south side of Binghamton (H. Marsi, H. Hoclc). A Tennessce Warbler Sep 
28 and a few Nashvilles Sep 27, all a t  Choconut Center were our latest (Sheffields, 
Bemont). Magnolia, Myrtle and Block-throated Grzens were the only warblers 
reported a t  a l l  commonly during the migration period. Magnolias were first found 
Sep 2 0  near Endwell (Bemont) and were last seen Oct 13 north of Binghamton 
(Beaver). Myrtles - from Oct 2 a t  Norwich (Whites) to Oct 2 7  north of Bing- 
hamton (Beaver) and Black-throated Greens - from Aug 3 0  at  Maine (Beaver) 

! 
to  Oct 12 near Choconut Center (Sheffields). A Boy-breasted Warbler was found 
near Choconut Center Sep 27 (M. Sheffield). Two Yellow Palm Warblers were re- 
ported ,one a t  Binghamton Oct 1 (H. Marsi) and one a t  Norwich Oct 2 7  (Whites). 
A late Yellowthroat was a t  Choconut Center Oct 2 6  (Bemont). Three Wilson's 
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warblers were found near Endwell Sep 10 (Linaberry) and our lost ~ a n a d a " ~ a r b l e r  
was near Binghamton Sep 27 (R. Hock). N o  more Redstarts were reported after a 
lwove' was noted near Binghamton Sep 22 (H. Marsi). 

Blackbirds - Sparrows: A floclc of over 150 Meadowlarks was seen between 
Binghamt0n and Whitney Point Oct 2 6  (Leonard). 30  or so Red-winged Blacltbirds 
~~v 8 were the last noted in any numbers but there were later reports of scattered 
individuals. Three of them were coming to a feeder in Unodillo a t  the end of 
November (Wisner). Baltimore Orioles were gone after Aug 24. 

Evening Grosbeaks were first seen a t  Unodilla Nav 13 (Wisner). They have also 
been seen a t  Deposit (Wilson), Johnson City (Austin), Sidney (E. J. Smith) and around 
Oneonto (New). Numbers have been small, and nowhere hove they been seen 

None has been reported a t  feeders so far. Several small flocks of Pine 
Siskins have been reported from Oxford during the month of November (Stratton) 

on Nov 16 o flock of 30 was seen near Cooperstown (Whites). Goldfinches 
hove been quite abundant right through November oround the Triple Cities, at  
Deposit (Wilson) and around Oneonta (New). Rufous-sided Towhees seemed plentiful 
at Bainbridge (E. J. Smith) and around the Triple Cities. They were lost seen in the 
latter area Nov 6 (Sheffields). There were more than the usual number of Vesper 
Sparrows reported, the lost ones a small floclc near Chacon~~t  Center Nov 1 (Shef- 
fields). Slate-colared Juncoes started appearing in numbers about Oct 16, but 
no Tree Sparrows were reported unti l  Nov 2. White-crowned Sparrows were seen 
first Oct 10 and last Nov 1 ,  both times near Choconut Center (Sheffields). They 
were quite common there and a t  Norwich and Sherburne (Whites) and a t  Boinbridge 
(E. J. Smith). White-throated Sparrows were reported first near Binghamton Sep 
27 (R. Hock) and were lost seen a t  Bainbridge Nov 18 (E. J. Smith). On Oct 21 
several were heard singing a t  Choconut Center (Sheffields, Bemant). There were 
several reports of Fox Sparrows: three Oct 18 a t  Choconut Center (Bemont), six 
Oct 25 a t  Maine (Beaver), one Oct 3 0  a t  Bainbridge (E.  J. Smith), one Nov 2 near 
Binghamton (Marsis) and several a t  Unadilla Nov 8 (Wisner). 

710 Univcrsi.i;y h e . ,  En.dzvel1 

REGlON 5 - ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 

Augus~ clisplayccl no sharp variations from the expected values wcathcr- 
wise. Sep, however, had precipitation 60% above the normal and less thal.1 
50% of the anticipated sunshine, a series of E and N E  winds, clo~~cly 
evenings, and foggy ~iights Sep 16-19 sinall "tower" kills at Syra- 
cuse and Rome (see Warblers). Oct was cool with precipitation and sun- 
shine near normal; a cold snap with NW winds on Oct 11-12 produced a 
panregionnl Canacla Goose migration, widely noted. Constant wet weather 
bctwccn Oct 22 and 29 was followecl by a massive exodus of later inigrmts, 
especially sparrows and blacltbi~ds, said exodus being hastened by hard 
frosts on Nov 1-2; this exodus usually occurs about ten days latcr. Nov 
28-30 brought eight inches of snow and icing of sillall ponds and inarshes 
with atteildnn~ drops in half-hardies and dabbling cluclts. 

Major features of the fall migration were 1) superb numbers of mi- 
grating geese (Oct l l  - Nov 30), dabbling duclts, and spi~rrows (Sep 27- 
Nov 2), 2) exccllcnt shorebirding until mid-Scp (scc Shorebircl Count), and 
3) good fall warblcr wavcs (noted t\ug 30 and Sep 5, 8, 13-14, 17, 27-28, 
most coinciding with day-earlier NW winds). Negatively the season has 
seen the poorcst diving duck migration cvcr recorded hcrc, very poor counts 
OF loons and grebes, and low numbers of migrant flycatchers, wrens, and 
hawlts. Though m o s ~  migrants dcpntecl on time or cvcn early, some few 
indivicluals lingered striltingly late (see Warblers); conversely some winter 
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visitants (Rough-kggcd I-lawk, Snow Bunting) arlilrcd earlv, but the mn. 
jority were on schedule or a bit late. A fair winter Cinch flight began ill 
late Oct b ~ l t  the numbers of thcse and of winteing hawlts and owls lIalle 
11rc11 quite low. 

Pall birding is notccl for rare finds and this fall's harvest of rarities in. 
cludcd two specics of j a c p s ,  two species of nh,jl:!ro!?c, Marblccl Codll,il, 
Littlc Gull, Purple Sancll~ilxr, ancl Pi*:iirie Warblcr. 

Loons- Duck*: Red-throated Loon: one to three/day thru Nov, a l l  from Lake 
Ontario. Horned Grebe: numbers reduced markedly with o high count of 37 (ven/ 
low) on Nov 23. 0-c. Cormorant: singles, Oct 1 1  and 18, Sandy Pond are the only 
fa l l  reports. Common Egret: two, Sep 26, Piseco Park in  the southern Adirondocks 
(Aspinwall) is a new species for that area; nine of these birds were present 
Howland's lsiond Game Management Area, Port Byron unti l  Oct 27. B-C. Nigh+ 
Heron: scarce al l  fall, with one, Nov 2, Hinclcley Reservoir, the last (E .Bag9 IV), 

Whistl ing Swan: six to 19, Nov 20-30 on the eastern end of .Oneida Lalte, ore 
most unusual since there is only one other recent (last ten years) fall record; two 
over Howland's Is. GMA on Dec 4 are probably more of this late flight. Canado 
Goose: very heavy fall f l ight with a major movement on Oct 11-12, e. g. 1000 over 
Marcellus (Spofford), 600 a t  Sandy Pond where 100 birds ore unusual, ond 325 
a t  Sherrill, highest single-doy count ever recorded there (Nodecker); a second major 
f l ight Nov 18-23 with other floclts reported a t  Syracuse and Slianeateles and up 
to 1500 near Bridgeport; about 85 wild birds still a t  Howland's Is. GMA at the 
end of the'period. Snow Goose: with the late Canada Goose f l ight  came reports 
of 85 Snow Geese a t  Lewis Point, Nov 16, and 65, Shacltleton Point, both Oneida 
Loke, Nav 20; both records are late and very high in numbers. Blue Goose: on 
adult shot, Oct 18, Cazenovio Lalte, is a f irst fal l  record. Brant: small numbers 
seen Nov 1 to  23, Sandy Pond to Texas; none from Oneida Lake; a flock of 60, 
Nov 16, over Howland's is. GMA; an injured bikd later crash-landed there and now 
resides with the breeding stack. 

Dabbling ducks migrated thru in large numbers with some favored ponds and 
marshes holding 1000-2000 birds; this was particularly noted in  the marshes from 
Cicero west thru Baldwinsville, Cato, and Port Byron and in  the half-flooded bottom- 
lands of Chittenongo Creek south of Bridgeport. Mol lard and Bloclc Duck: up to 
2000 and 2700 respectively at  Howland's Is. GMA on Nov 9; these counts are not 
as high as last year's but a check of adjacent areas show about 3 0 %  higher totals; 
floclts of 200 to 500 Mallards, Block Ducks, Pintoils with a few Redheads, Godwalls, 
Shovelers, and on occasional Goldeneye were noted regularly feeding in  dry fields 
of standing corn, this a t  a time (mid-Oct to early Nov) when aquatic food was still 
plentiful and accessible (Scheider, Ernst). Godwali: unreported away from How- 
land's Is. GMA; peok count there is 20, Oct 22. Pintail: fal l  numbers up (high 
of 400, Oct 22) considerably; a Gadwall X Pintail hybrid seen Nov 23, Three Rivers 
GMA. Green-winged Teal: fal l  f l ight from Juy 26 to Nav 27; peak number is 115, 
mostly males, Nov 9. Baldpate: flocks up to 500  on various small wildlife marshes 
a t  Baldwinsville and Phoenix; strangely scarce al l  fa l l  a t  Howland's Is. GMA. 
Wood Duck: flocks of 40  to 90  a t  Three Rivers GMA and Sltaneateles; a very sharp 
drop d t e r  the frosts of Nov 1-2 but a few present t o  end of period. 

Redhead and Canvasback: literally "crash" species this fall; aside from o flock 
of 5000 Canvasbacks, Nov 19, Oneida Loke, both species have been reported by 
the tens and dozens with occasional counts to 100-1 50 insteacl of the usual hun- 
dreds and thousands; Scoup shored this decline and the Oneida Lalte numbers were 
in  the low hundreds rather than in  the high thousands. The mo're common diving 
ducks thru the season were Common Goldeneye, White-winged Scoter, the two 
Mergus mergansers (both down 50%,  however), and Ring-necked Duck. Buffle- 
heads and Oldsquaws very scarce to date; no counts of either above 25. 

Black Scoter: one to 20 seen Sep 28 to Nov 8, a l l  Lake Ontario. White-winged 
Scoter: reported in numbers (60/day) from Lake Ontario and Oneida Lake and up 
to 50  on the ponds of Howland's Is. G M A  to  Nov 26. Surf Scoter: date range 
Sep 27 to Nov 23 but  small numbers, one to  five/day. Hooded Merganser: high 
count of 200, early Nov, Howland's Is. GMA; up to 19/day from small wildlife 
marshes in  early Oct. 

Hawks - Owls: Fall counts of hawks quite low to date, the drop 
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in the number of migrating Accipiters and wintering Buteos. Red-tailed 
Rough-legged Hawks: late Nov counts fram the better areas approximately five 
three/day respectively, very low figures compared to 5-yr, averoge. Rough- 

legged Hawk: arrival date is Oct 18, two l ight  phase birds, near Sandy Pond. 
Harrier: fal l  numbers, though lower than last year, are best counts of al l  late Nov 
roptores. Peregrine Falcon: one adult, Sep 6, Sandy Pand and a report of four 
there in the th i rd week of Sep; unreported away from that area. Merlin: six seen 
along the Sandy Pond dunes, Sep 6 to Oct 1 1 ,  the last, an adult mole, rather late. 

Ruffed Grouse: fal l  counts very low and hunting toll extremely so; the present 
good seed crop moy prevent any sizable winter Icill. Pheasant: many very young 
birds with some too young to f ly  in  the fields a t  the onset of hunting season, Oct 16. 

Shorebirds and their long and wide-ranging migrations always engender excite- 
ment and this fal l  was no exception. The majority of reports stem from Sandy Pond 
and Delta Lake where low water levels produced extensive sand and mud flats. 
Oneida and Onondaga Lakes and local marshes suffered from high - and rising - 
water levels bu t  several local pastures were made transiently attractive by rain-pool 
formation. A regional Shorebird Count taken Sep 5-7 netted the following totals: 
22 species, 715 individuals; Piping Plover 1; Ringed Plover 59; Killdeer 164; 
Golden Plover 5; Black-bellied Plover 10; Spotted Sandpiper 6; Solitary 3; Greater 
Yellowlegs 14; Lesser Yellowlegs 47; Knot 1; Pectoral 44; White-rumped 12; 
Boird's 4; Least 71; Semipalmoted Sandpiper 145; Western 5; Red-backed 1; Short- 
billed Dowitcher 2; Long-billed Dowitcher 2; Stilt Sandpiper 1; Marbled Godwit 1; 
Wilson's Phalarope 1.  Quite noticeable was the sharp drop in shorebird variety and 
numbers after Sep 13-14 despite continuing good conditions a t  such favorable areas 
0s Sandy Pond and Delta Lalce. Particularly scarce all fal l  were Ruddy Turnstone 
(high of four with last dote, Sep 14, unbelievably early), /<not (nine on Sep 13, 
Sandy Pond, is peak), and Red-backed Sandpiper (high is four with departure date 
Nov 9, eorly). 

Golden Plover: date range is Aug 16 to Sep 28, small flocks of four to eight; 
no Oct stragglers. Black-bellied Plover: high count is 16, Sep 13, Sandy Pand; few 
reports away fram Lalce Ontario; no Nov records. Wilson's Snipe: fal l  numbers 
quite good in  late Sep with a high of 40  in early Oct a t  Howland's Is. GMA. 
Spotted Sandpiper: rapid Sep decline with last date Sep 21, an early departure. 
Solitary Sandpiper: last date Oct 5, one, Sondy Pond is quite lote. Greater and 
Lesser Yellowlegs, and Pectoral Sandpiper: flocks of 70, 60, and 45 respectively 
at Howland's Is. GMA in  late Sep and eorly Oct following the draining of several 
large pools there (Ernst); last date for Pectoral is Nov 9, two, some place. Purple 
Sandpiper: two in  winter dress clambering about the willow stumps along the 
channel of the Sandy Pond Inlet, Nov 1, is the second regional record in  five years 
(Scheider). White-rumped Sandpiper: date range is Aug 9 to Nov 1 (late) with 
o high of 12, Sep 1 .  Baird's Sandpiper: 14 birds reported from Aug 26, one a t  
Sylvan Beach, to Oct 1 1 ,  Sandy Pond. Least Sandpiper: latest date ever Is Nov 9, 
one, Howland's Is. GMA (Wayland-Smith, Paquette, Scheider). Long-billed 
Dowitcher: one to two reported Sep 7 to 28, a l l  a t  Sandy Pond; on the latter date, 
Spofford had a Long-billed and a Short-billed Dowitcher side by side for 20 minutes, 
on observation described as "the finest field study I've ever achieved with shore- 
birds". Semipalmated Sandpiper: high caun.' is 400, Aug 31, Sandy Pond; last 
dote, Oct 12, seven, Hawland's Is. GMA. Western Sandpiper: last dote is Oct 5, 
two, Sandy Pond. Marbled Codwit: a very fame single seen and photographed Aug 
30 to Sep 6, Sandy Pond lnlet is a moderntime regional first (numerous observers). 
Sonderling: counts of 40  to  100 to mid-Sep, Sondy Pond; one, capable of sustained 
flight, Nov 27, Sandy Pond is late. 

Wilson's Phalarope: one, Sep 7, Sandy Pond is the second regional record in as 
many years (Nisbet, Scheider, e t  al.). Northern Phalarope: one, Sep 13, and two, 
Sep 23, both from Sandy Pond; none ayay from Lake Ontario.. 

Pomarine 3aeger: one seen Sep 7, off Sandy Pond lnlet (Nisbet, Scheider, et al.); 
heovy flight, size of bird, and heovy bil l  carefully noted. Parasitic Jaeger: four 
records, a l l  single birds, from Lake Ontario, Sep 6, 7, and 13, Sandy Pond, and 
Oct 5, Derby H i l l  near Texas. Careful checks of other points along Lake Ontario 
would probably show joegers as rare but regular visitants each fall; a t  least one 
jaeger has been noted each fal l  for the past five years along the eastern end of 
Lake Ontario. Great Black-backed Gull: adult arrival date is Sep 1, Sandy Pond; 
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any proof o f  this species breeding on northeastern Lalte Ontario islonds to date? 
Ring-billed Gull: fo l l  numbers a t  Sandy Pond in  the 400-2000 range with ex- 
ception of 7000 huddled there, Oct 11, during a 45-mph gale. Bonaparte's ~ ~ 1 1 :  
very scarce this foll; peak count is 30, Oct 15, Oneida Lalte. Litt le Gull: an 
in winter plumage carefully studied Sep 1, Sondy Pond Inlet, is the first regional 
record (Scheider). 

Forster's Tern: dote range is Aug 3, one, to Oct 18, f o ~ ~ r ,  with a peak of 14 on 
Sep 27, all from Sondy Pond; none have yet been recorded away from that much 
favored site. Common Tern: last dote a t  Sandy Pond is Oct 18, two; at  Oneida 
Lake, Nov 9, two. 

Mourning Dove: remarkably lote is a record of barely f lying young being fed 
on Oct 17 (Seaman). Snowy Owl: none to dote. Short-eared Owl: first seen on 
Oct 18, one flying, one dead, Sandy Pond; none seen subsequently, oddly enough, 

Swifts- Shrikes: Chimney Swift: late is one, Sep 27, Sandy Pond (D. Gordon, 
J .  Bellmap). R-t. Hummingbird: high count is 14 moving among the jewelweed 
along the Sondy Pond dunes, Sep 13; last date, Sep 23, Sherrill. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: an adult female seen Nov 3 a t  Gully Road near Skan. 
eateles (Seaman) is a new regional station. Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers, Sap- 
suckers, Blue Joys, Block-copped Shickodees, Red- and White-breasted Nuthatches, 
Creepers, and both I<inglets arrived in  numbers Sep 27-28 in  o uniformly sharp 
wave, noted by weekend and doily (Aspinwall, Rusk) observers alike. This distinct 
wave, which produced the largest - and last - warbler wove of the season, was 
preceded by six days (Sep 20-26) of south and southeast winds; the afternoon of 
the 26th saw the wind shift to the northwest and the following morning the fields 
and woods were flooded with the above species and an enormous wave of sparrows. 

Blue Jay: decreased numbers in  the last half o f  Nov and reports indicate early 
feecling-station patronage. Tree and Barn Swallows: last noted Nov 7, record late 
dates for both, at  Howland's Is. GMA where they were seen feeding on small white 
moths thru Oct and earlv Nov. Red-breasted Nuthatch: no marlted fal l flight but 
scattered numbers from Sep 13 to the end of the period. Brown Creeper: one re- 
ported spiralling about insulated woterpipes i n  a Syracuse University zoology class- 
room, Oct 11 (Peterson). Wrens have been uniformly scarce throughout the foll, 
quite in  contrast to the abundant sparrows, kinglets, and chickadees; the only 
notable count is 15 Winter Wrens, Oct 18, Sandy Pond dunes. 

Catbird and Hermit Thrush: one each, Nov 29, Syracuse appear to be attemotinq 
to winter over. Robin: heavy f l ight  (up to 250/day) thru the last week of Sep 
(central Herkimer County area - Aspinwall) and the first two weeks of Oct with a 
marked f l ight  on Oct 12. Wood Thrush: a f lurry of early Oct records, widely 
scattered; none after the frost of Oct 6 .  Veery: last date is Sep 28, three, Syracuse, 
a few doys lote. Golden-crowned and Rubv-crowned I<inalets: arrival date for both 
is Sep 25, Westernville with high counts 75, Oct 18, and 20, Oct 19, respectively; 
their actions, olive colors, and widespreod abundance this fo l l  earned for them the 
local name, "October Warblers"; the Golden-crowned, however, was very uncommon 
thru NOV. Pipit: date range is Sep 5 to Nov 3, the latter an  early departure dote. 
Gray Shrike: arrival date is Nov 9, an adult, Howland's Is. GMA; no immatures 
reported to dote. 

Vireos- Warblers: Vireos were unremarkable except for a good lote Sep 
f l ight  of Blue-headed Vireos. 

On Sep 16, 17, 18, and 19, heavy warbler-vireo-thrush flights were heard 
passing over Syracuse. These four doys were noted to  hove 0% sunshine, little 
rain, cloudy evenings, foggy nights, and east and northeast winds, These condi- 
tions created small but  significant tower, air-port, and building kills. Mr. Aspni- 
wall reported on Sep 17 "hundreds of birds seen and dozens killed" in  the great 
searchlight a t  Rome Air  Base and a live Black-throated Blue and a Magnolia in the 
buildings there were captured and later released. On Sep 16 a t  Syracuse, numerous 
dead birds (two-five/block) were noted in  downtown Syracuse and immature Chest- 
nut-sided and Magnolia Worblems were captured in  a Western Union eighth floor 
office (Burtt). On Sep 16 a "chip count" atop Syracuse Memorial Hospital pro- 
duced a record tally of 1 1 O/minute (Scheider). On Sep 18 fifteen dead birds were 
located a t  the base of the WHEN-TV tower a t  Syracuse and thirty more there 
Sep 19, in  both cases mostly warblers (nine species), vireos, and Holycichla thrushes, 
Clearing weather and NW winds on Sep 19  abruptly terminated the string of foggy 
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night time ,$sasters. Details of the meteorlogical sequent and kil l  results will appear 
in 0 later I<INGBIRDU note. 

 all counts of Ovenbirds, Black-and-white, Tennessee, Yellow, Magnolia, Chest- 
,ut-sided, Wilson's and especially Black-polled Warblers were up considerably; 
 breasted and Canada Warblers were sharply reduced. Orange-crowned: five 
records, al l singles, the last on Oct 18, Sandy Pond. Several exceptionally lote 
dates were established, thus: Nashville, Oct 2, Westernville; Parula, Oct 19, Sylvan 
Beach; Yellow, Sep 28, Rome; Magnolia, Oct 15, Westernville; Black-throated Blue, 
~ o v  1, Utica (Bagg); Black-throated Green, Oct 29, Sherill (Nodecker); Hooded, 
Sep 28, Sandy Pond (Gordon); Redstart, Nov 15-16, Sherill (Wayland-Smith); this 
bevy of late dates becomes inexplicable in  view of the foul weather of late Oct 
and low temperatures of early Nov. Prairie Warbler: one seen well, Sep 27, Selltirlc 
Shores State Park (Scheider! is a new regional fal l  record. 

Blackbirds - Sparrows: Meadowlark: dozens reported thru last half of Nov 
point to  a large wintering population. Mast "black" lcterids (Grackles, Red- 

wings, etc.) le f t  early in  NOV following ten days of rain in late Oct and hard frosts 
on Nav 1-2. Rusty Blackbird: arrival date is Sep 27; up to 200/day in mid-Oct. 

Scarlet Tanager and Rose-breasted Grosbeak: small numbers of each in the great 
flood of migrants Sep 27-28; top counts are ten and ten on, Sep 25  and Sep 7 
respectively; no  late Oct stay-overs. 

Cardinal: more reports with each season; now found at  Selkirlc Shores State 
park and Verona Beach; singles reported from Sandy Pond - a t  last! - on Sep 7 
(Whites) and from Westernville in late Nov (May), Indigo Bunting: last seen 
Oct 9, one, Westernville, o b i t  late. Winter finches trickled thru the region with 
Pine Siskins arriving in mid-Oct and Evening Grosbeaks on Oct 28; small flocks, 
four to 25, of these species present to  end of the period. No Crossbills, Redpolls, 
or Pine Grosbeaks to  date. Purple Finch: seen in small groups - up to 25/day - 
Sep 25 to Oct 21; none i n  late Oct and Nov. Goldfinch: flocks of 30-60/day thru 
Sep and Oct but  no heavy f l ight  comparable to  last fall's; notably uncommon 
throughout NOV. 

From Sep 2 7  to  Nov 2, the hedgerows, fields, and brushlots of the Region were 
alive with sparrows; a brief "spishing" session in  such territories would draw out 
dozens to hundreds (literally) o f  sparrows a l l  thru Oct. Large numbers of sparrows 
with lesser numbers of blackbirds were nated in grain patches planted for upland 
Somebirds a t  Three Rivers and Hawland's Is. Game Management Areas; the many 
fields of standing corn were also liberally infested. with both blackbirds and sparraws. 
In sharp contrast was the absence of these birds from baited areas (Nodecker's 
banding traps) and feeders (Aspinwall, Estoff, May). Peak figures thru Oct and 
Nov, mast obtained in two hours or less of birdwatching, were: Savannah-25, 
Oct 13; Vesper-41, Oct 13; Tree-350, Nov 2; Field-32, Oct 12; White-crowned 
-55, Oct 18; White-throated-] 58, Oct 5; Swamp-66, Oct 12; Song-1 30, 
Oct 19. Junco and Chipping Sparrow counts, however, seemed average. 

Tree Sparrow: arrival date is Oct 21, one Westernville; very scarce in late Nov. 
Grasshopper and Henslow's Sparrows: one and two respectively, al l  adults, Oct 19, 
Three Rivers GMA are record late dates but  are in keeping with the many late 
warbler records; careful check of weed fields and sparrow groups will probably show 
these two species to be regularly presen- each fall a t  least unti l  mid-Oct. White- 
throated and White-crowned Sporrows: f irst reported on Sep 7 and Sep 28 (late) 
respectively; last White-crowns on Oct 29, Sherill. Fox Sparrow: date range Oct 8 
to Nov 20 with a total of 25 reported, considerably above both this spring's and 
last fall's counts. Lincoln's Sparrow: total of five, usually singles, observed be- 
tween Sep 2 8  and Oct 14. Snow Bunting: first seen on Oct 18, Sandy Pond; small 
flocks (up to 85/flock) nated to  end of the period. 

151 Seventh North Street, Syracuse 8, Nczv Yofk  

REGlON 6 - ST. LAWRENCE 
FRANK A. CLINCI-I 

Rainfall was ample throughout the pcriocl. Sepcmber was lnilcl and 
there was no frost until late. November brought fair wcather and less rain. 

v 

The Sirst general snaw came No~~ember  28. 
Loons - Ducks: Two Common Loons were seen Nov 9 at Adams Cove (Gordon). 
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Horned Grebes were plentiful i n  late Oct ond early Nov along Lake Ontario with 
o few sti l l  present a t  the end of the month (Bellcnap). An adult BI0ck-crowned 
Night Heron returned to a tree near the center of Ogdensburg in Aug and 
seen near there a t  least unti l  Sep 23 (Nichols). Two Blue-winged Teals were re. 
ported in  St. Lawrence Co. Nov 6. The first Goldeneyes appeared Nov 20, pin. 
tails were recorded a t  the new Game Mrrnagement Area near Louisville Oct 30 and 
the last Nov 25, and Shovelers were there on the some dates (Nichols). ~~~k 
hunters and bird watchers agree thot the fa l l  f l ight of diving ducks was the poorest 
in  years (Bellcnap). About 15 Buffleheads were seen Nov 12. 

Hawks-Owls: Last Red-tailed Hawk noted was on Nov 20. Marsh Hawks 
were reported several times in Nov. There was a good fl ight of Rough-legged 
I-lawlts Nov 4 to 21. Gordon observed an immature Duck Hawk ot  Stony Pt. Sep 
6, and Bellcnap saw a Pigeon Howlc on the 15th. Golden Plovers were seen from 
Sep 6 to Oct 5. There were a few Black-bellied Plovers along the shores of Lake 
Ontario. Gordon saw a White-rumped Sandpiper at  El Dorado Sep 6. Nichols 
found 4 Western Sandpipers in  St. Lawrence Co. Sep 16. Gulls, mostly Ring-bills 
were common inland in  Jefferson Co, during Nov, ond 2 Bonaparte's Gulls were 
seen near Adam's Cove Sep 1 by Gordon. Aug 21 Belknap and Gordon sow 3 
Northern Phalaropes a t  El Dorado Beach. There was only one Snowy Owl, Nov 21. 
Long-eared Owls were heard in Aug and one was shot near Watertown obout Nov 30. 
Short-eared Owls were seen Nov 2 2  neor Chaumont. Allen saw a Barred Owl at 
Fine, St. Lawrence Co. 

Swifts - Shrikes: The last date for Flickers was Nov 19 o t  Wotertown. Among 
the observations of Nichols in St. Lawrence Co, are: 6 Phoebes Sep 23, 6 Cliff 
Swallows Sep 16, 2 Wood Pewees Sep 23, 2 House Wrens Sep 23 and 6 Bluebirds 
Sep 22. A Catbird was reported near Lowville Nov 4 and one i n  Wotertown obout 
the middle of the month. There were many reports of Cedar Waxwings in Woter- 
town in  Nov. There were only two observations of Northern Shrikes in  Nov. 

Vireos - Sparrows: A late date for Red-eyed Vireo is Oct 25 near Carthoge. 
Nichols saw Cape May Warblers Sep 16, and Bobolinks the some day. Three 
Cardinals have been reported as coming to  a feeder in  Watertown For several weeks 
this fa l l  and there was one near Lowville Nov 22. Nichols saw 4 White-winged 
Crossbills o t  Piercefield Sep 30. He olso saw Evening Grossbealts Oct 31 and they 
appeared in Potsdam obout thot time. J .  Blake sow a few flying near Wotertown 
Nov 15. O the r  observers noted small flocks the latter part of Nov, but until 
Dec 3 the Evening Grosbeola showed l i t t le interest in  feeders a t  Wotertown. Bel- 
ltnap saw 2 Lapland Longspurs neor Philadelphia Nov 12 and also noted an un- 
usually heavy fall f l ight of Tree Sparrows late in Oct and the first part of Nov. 
The .first Snow Buntings appeared Nov 21. 

173 I-lalcy Sf., M/ntcr~own 

REGION 7 - ADIKONDL\CI< - CI IAMPLAIN 

Since there were very few warblers during the breeding scason, the lack 
of waves of these species cluri~lg the fall movement was not unexpected. 
Somc of the harclier tllrushes stayed quite lare, as did sparrows and black- 
birds. T h e  cool that prevailed during the summer turllecl to cold 8s Ed1 
pogl:essecl, giving one of the most spectacular foliage displays in lnany a 
ycar. Tcm1xratures stayed at or near freezing each nighl: f1:oin late October 
to thc cncl of November, with only a few intervals of "Indian Summer" 
~icathcr.  T h e  first siloui fell at higher c~cvations on Oct 30, tlild a t  the 
lower levels on Nov 21. There has been snow on L-he ground ever since 
with no thaw. A continued temperature drop has brought teinperatures 
below zero at the end of November. T h e  are night-time ternl~eratures, but 
the clays have been blustcry with snow sq~~a l l s  and dark ominous c lo~~ds+ At 
present (Dec. 5) there is an accunlulatioll oF twenty inches OF snow at the 
top of Poke-a.-Moonshine Mountain, and neal:ly ten inches a t  the foot. 
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Strcallls are frozctl over as we the inland ponds a n d  lakes, thereby h c i n g  
the waterfowl to the broad waters OF Laltc Champlain. This has hccn a 
],()on to t'he waterfowlers, with the new dl~clc sexon extending to J a n u q ~  
8th. Due to thc frigid conclitions, howcwr, no great slnughtcr is anticipated. 

Loons- Ducks: Common Loons were seen a t  Lake Champloin frcm Wills- 
bore to Rouse's Point but  not in  any appreciable numbers. The species was also 
reported from Tupper Lolte, Sep 14 (Amstutz). Mallard, Block Duck, White-winged 
Scoter, Surf Scoter and American Scoter were seen on Lalte Chomploin, the first 
time all three species have been observed by this reporter. American Goldeneye, 
~"fflehead, a few Scaup, and many Old Squaw were observed during this period, 
N~ Snow Geese were reported from this area, olthaugh there were good flights of 
cOnodo Geese and a few Blue Geese were seen. 

Hawks-Owls: There has been no report of hawk activity, except for an 
occasional Sparrow Hawk perched on the wires along the roads. A Saw-whet Owl 
was seen on the Peru-Keeseville Road (Route 22) on Dec. 1 .  

Goatsuckers - Shrikes: Pileated, Hairy, Downy and Red-headed Woodpsclters 
were seen near Keeseville, while a t  Tupper Lalte there was o lorge movement of 
Flickers on Sep 4. A nest of the Black-backed Woodpecker was found a t  Tupper 
Lake, which tends to show the generol increase of this species since i t  was first 
reported in  this area, two years ago, as being fairly common in the denser wooded 
oreas. Horned Larks are still about a t  this writing a t  Keeseville, while the last 
one seen o t  Tupper Lake woj Nov 16. A lorge flock of Water Pipits wos noted 
at Tupper Lolce on Nov 1 (Amstutz). 

Vireos- Warblers: A t  Keeseville there was no perceptible warbler movement, 
but ot Tupper Lalte Miss Amstutz reports "A confusing array of fol l  warblers". 
Among those identified and reported were Nashville, Black-throated Blue, and Red- 
start. I t  appears that the warbler movement occurred farther to the west than 
~isuol, and D i n  an orea that needs more observers because of its remoteness and 
vastness. I n  fact, were i t  not for Miss Amstutz and Dr. IKingsbury, we would not 
hove reports from there a t  all. The warbler wave was of short duration, lasting 
only from Aug 16 to Sep 20. The peak days were Aug 16 and Sep 1 .  

Blackbirds - Sparrows: Many blackbirds stayed in the Keeseville orea unti l  
early Nov, feeding a t  or near the marshes. Among the species noted were Redwing, 
Grackle, Cowbird and Rusty Blackbird. Sporrows were obout unti l  the snows came, 
and in greot variety. Song, Vesper, Sovonnoh, Grosshopper, White-crowned and 
White-throoted were included. Meadowlorlts are still around I<eeseville a t  this 
time. The early snows are indicative of horsh weather to the north of us, and 
promise an excellent opport~inity for observotion of boreol species. Alreody Miss 
Amstutz reports White-winged Crossbills, in  increasing numbers from Aug 9 to 
dote, as well as Pine Grosbealts. A t  Keeseville we have had many Grosbeaks and 
now and then a Pine Sisltin. Other winter residents, Blue Jays, Chickadees, Juncos 
and Brown Creepers are in  great numbers. In spite of adverse weather conditions, 
we continue to have the olways sought-for new record, sometimes brought to ,pur 
attention too late for the current reporting but better late than never; this time, on 
authentic record" of a Cardinal near Ampersand Pond (Amstutz). 

NOTE T O  REGION 7 OBSERVERS: As of this date, Miss Agnes Amstutz, 
Tupper Lalte, N. Y., will toke over the reporting for this region unti l  June 1, 1959. 
I will be in  Florida continuing my studies as rr,edical technicion. See you oll next year. 

Keescvillc, Ncw Jrorlz 

REGION 8 - MOI-TAW< - I-JUIXON 
BROTI-IER E. AUSTIN, F. S. C. 

T h c  fall scason in t11c Mohawk-I-Iuclsnn area was vcl-y close to nors~lal 
save for an impressive 3.64 inch rainfall in October. T h e  autumnal migra- 
tion is usually less well observed and documented then the inorc slxctaculc?r 
spring flights and this ycw proved no exception. T h e  migration rccorcls 
were rathcr arcrage wit11 the shorebilds which arc never really abui~clant in 
the Mohawk area, and with regard lo thc cluclcs. There were, however, 
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n~onlents of cxciteinent in thc inicldle of: No~rembc~. with large l.lulllbers botl, 
of Canada and Snow Geese on the wing and with at othel: tillles the dis- 
covery of a Raven, an Oregon Junco, and an immature Little Blue Heron, 
Otherwise the migration followecl its regular pattcrn despite a scarcity ill 
some species. 

Loons - Ducks: The first record of the Common Loon in  its southern passage 
dates f rom Oct 7 and from thot time they were frequently reported especially from 
Saratoga Lake. The Pied-billed Grebe was noted on Ssp 4 (Hallenbeck) and the 
Horned Grebe on the 25th of the same month. The Snowy Egret did not appear 
a t  a l l  during the period but the Stoner Bird Tr ip along the Hudson River did turn 
up 15 Common Egrets on Sep 13 and there were other observations of this species 
unti l  the 25th. A n  immature Litt le Blue Heron appeared on Aug 31 at the 
same small pond near Mohawk View made famous by last year's Cattle Egret. -rhiS 
was the first local record of this species since Aug 1956 when one was a t  Waterv[iet 
Keservoir. There was o surprising number of Conada Geese in  the area during 
Oct. Bartlett reported 100 on the 16th a t  Jenny Lake and two days later there were 
75 a t  Lock 8 on the Mohawk River; a group of 23 were a t  the Tomhannock Reser- 
voir on the 18-19th (Kaskan) and the Alan Devoe Bird Club recorded several flacks 
flying on the 12th. But the big days for the Canada Geese and for Snow Geese as 
well were November 16-18 when Canadas in  flocks of 20-200 flew aver. The 
total individuals may have run into the thousands. More unusuol for this area, 
Snow Geese were observed in f l ight formation over Albany (Thomas) and Burnt Hills 
(Faate) in  groups of from 5 0  to 300. However the duck migration in  generol was 
not overly impressive. I t  is true thot Green-winged Teal ond Hooded Mergansers 
were noted more commonly thon is usual, but  there were but two reports of Pintails 
and Redheads and only one of the White-winged and Common Scoters - this at 
Saratoga Lake on October 3 0  (Hallenbeck). The lost date for the Wood Duck was 
Oct 12. The Canvasbacks and Lesser Scaup, both regular migronts, gppeared on 
Nov 16 (Schenectady Bird Club), but the Ring-necked Duck was missed completely. 

Hawks - Owls: There were several Turkey Vultures a t  Red Rock and at 
Livingstone on Sep 12 and 16 (Alan Devoe Bird Club). A Rough-legged Hawk was 
seen on Nov 9 (Schenectody Bird Club) and the Red-shouldered seemed fairly 
abundant; there was a scarcity of reports regarding the other hawks; only one 
Sharp-shinned was recorded during the period and there were no Bald Eagles. Sev- 
eral grouse were seen and the Nassau area turned up 1 1  Bobwhite on Nov 2 and 
20 more later in  the month (Shineman). By August 17 a few fol l  shorebird; 
Were appearing. Recorded that day a t  Watervliet Reservoir were ten Killdeer, four 
Common Snipe, three Spotted and one Solitary Sondpiper, and two Lesser Yellowlegs 
(SBC). A t  Coal Packet on August 28 the following shorebirds were seen: several 
Killdeer, two Solitaries, two Greater Yellowlegs, f ive Lesser Yellowlegs, and two 
Least Sandpipers. During the last week of Aug a Woodcock was captured by' 
dogs a t  Burnt Hills. The bird was successfully rescued and liberated after a re- 
cuperative period (Foote). There were a few Semipalmated Sandpipers at Tom- 
hannock Reservoir in the first week of September and o Dowitcher a t  the same 
locotion on October 18 (Austin). A Pectoral Sandpiper was present a t  Crescent 
Reservoir on the l o t h  of Sep (Merritt). N o  Great Block-backed Gulls were re- 
ported during the period. Both Cuckoos seemed fairly common during Sep; the 
last date for the Black-billed was Oct 10. Both Screech and Great Horned Owls 
were recorded regularly and o Barn Owl was seen a t  close range on Sep 10 when 
the bird was temporarily blinded by the lights of a bus (Austin). A Borred Owl 
was a t  Jenny Lake i n  the second week i n  October (Bortlett). 

Goatsuckers - Shrikes: Several small groups of Nighthawks were seen late in 
Aug and in  the early part of Sep over Schenectody. There was o good record of a 
male Whip-poor-will seen a t  Burnt Hills on Sep 8 (Foote). The last date for the 
Chimney Swift was Sep 23 (Radke). Observations of the Pileoted Woodpecker 
seem to  be increasing both in number and in  range; reports of this interesting species 
are almost commonplace. Two Tllfted Titmice were present a t  a feeder near 
Bollston Lake on Nov 2 0  and 2 9  (Silliman). There were no Carolina Wrens re- 
ported during the period even though i t  has bred a t  Collins Lake for the last two 
or three years. Bluebirds and more particularly, Robins were obundont in  the area, 
often in flocks of considerable size. At. Ghent Water Pipits were present in a fair 
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flock unt i l  Nov 8 (Erlenbach). A t  Jenny Lake o Common Raven was clearly 
~een on Oct 9 both on 0 dock and in  f l ight (Bartlett). Two shrikes were reported 
during the period, a Loggerhead on September 25 (Hallenbeck) and a Northern at  
~ ~ t t l e ' s  Marsh in Kinderhook on Nov 8 (ADBC). 

Vireos- Sparrows: The vireos seemed scarce generally; the latest dote was 
of a Solitary on Oct 10. The warbler migration was spotty; there were small waves 
late in Sep and continuing unti l  the 12th of Oct, the last date of consequence. The 
Myrtle was practically the only exception to stay beyond this date. A Baltimore 
Oriole was seen as late os November 29 (French) in  Loudonville and the Common 
Grackle unti l  the 17th of the some month (Van Vorst). The Cardinal continued 
,teodily to increase in range in  this area and several young have been seen at  
feeders. There was an interesting report (Turner) of an  adult Oregon Junco at  
~assau from Nov 1 1-15; the bird was bonded there. 

Box 174. Trov 

REGION 9 - DELAWARE - I-IUDSON 

August, September a i d  October were not too far from normal wit11 tem- 
perature and rainfall averages. T h e  first prolongecl storm period occurrecl 
during the last week in October, with snow being aclded to the trencl of 
cooling changes. Over much OF the region snow fell on the 26 to depths 
varying horn a trace to as much as 22 inches in some parts of the higher 
Catsltills. I t  looked as though winter had an early malting but following 
this most of Novenlber was stable enough to be almost pleasant. The first 
real cold hit on the last two days of November. 

Opinions differed as to how good the migration was in our region but in 
a final analysis it was probably close to normal. Tt seems likely that the 
scarcity of certain birds reportecl in some sections was hinged to the fluctua- 
tion of bird movements that often occur during migration. The  northern 
finches were slow in coming and were not reported as numerous. Along 
with the usual a few exciting finds were cliscoverecl during the season. The 
seed crop in general was considerably better than last year. 

Loons- Ducks: On Sep 19 Martha Eorl discovered a Little Blue Heron near 
Blooming Grave, Orange Co., ond last sow i t  on Sep 28. No one would ever dream 
of finding on  Ibis in  the Cotskill Mountains, of a l l  places, but i t  has been done. 
Up in the headwaters of the Esopus Creek near Slide Mountain on Aug 17 Jeanette 
Dunn ond party found a Wood Ibis. The bird was not too wild so both photogrophs 
and motion pictures were token of it. Identity wos confirmed by Henry and llse 
Dunbar and Dr. Robert Pyle. A second Rocklond Co. record for the Whistling Swan 
was made by Eugene Brown and Joseph Rotoli by the finding of one near Hook 
Mt., Nyock. I t  stayed about the area from Sep 9 to the 18th. No Snow Geese 
were reported from the upper port of the region but two large flocks were, how- 
ever, spotted over Stony Point, Rockland on Nov 16 (RAS). Four Green-winged 
Teal were found a t  the \Tri Loba Hi l l  sanctuary, Westchester, on Oct 5 (Stan 
Grierson). Also a t  the Tr i  Loba Hi l l  sanctuary about ninety Wood Ducks were 
counted by Ruth and Stanley Grlerson on Sep 1 .  Most of these ducks remained 
until Nov 15. Both White-winged and American Scoters were seen i n  small num- 
bers on the Merriman dam in Ulster Sounty on Oct 27 ond 28 by Chandler Young. 
A first Ulster Co. record for the surf Scoter was made on Oct 7 by A l  Feldmon who 
discovered one on the Ashokan Res. In general, migront woter f~wl  seemed to  be 
about in normal numbers. 

Hawks- Owls: Most hawk reports indicated a poor f l ight olthough this may 
not have been the octual case since coverage was quite incomplete. Brood-winged 
Hawks were flying over northern Westchester Co. on Sep 13 (Mildred Kurka, R. & 
S. Grierson) and a fair f l ight  was seen passing over Stone Ridge, Ulster on Sep I5 
(F. Hough). A Purple Gallinule was seen o t  Congers Loke, Rockland on Aug 30 
(Morton Isler) and apparently stayed unti l  Sep 17 (Dr, Marjorie Hopper). M r .  ond 
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Mrs. Bob Deed spotted the Dowitcher a t  Pierpont Pier, Rockland Co, on Sep 5 
makinq (7 second county record. The Western Sondp'per was recorded for the third 
time i . 1  !:lockland Co. on Aug 30, by its discovery a t  Lake DeForest by Ed Gamble, 
Another f irst for Rockland Co. was made by Bob ond Mrs. Deed on Sep 5 when they 
discovered the Sanderling a t  Pierpont Pier. The owl ~opu la t i on  remoined normal, 
One Saw-whet was seen a t  M t .  I<isco, Westchester on Nov 1 (Mr.  and Mrs. D. I-, 

Orbison). How long is the song period of the Whip-poor-will? A t  Kripplebush 
Ulster Co. this year perhaps an exceptioral record o f  its calling was made. I t  wa; 
heard on May 1 for the first time and nightly f rom then unti l  Sep 8, when last 
heard, (F. Hough et  01). A Whip-poor-will was heard near Pomono, Rockland, on 
Sep 26,  a very lote date, (Homer Kelsey). 

Swifts - Shrikes: Only one record came to hand this Fall on the Red-headed 
Woodpecker, in contrast to several last year. One was seen near Lake Minnewaska, 
Ulster Co, on Oct 18 (JBNHS field trip). A lone Tree Swallow was seen over the 

Merrimcln Dam, in  Ulster Co. on Nov 5 (Chandler Young), malcing the latest known 
departure date for this county. There was a fair movement of Barn Swallows in 
Sep. Not  much was seen of the Red-breasted Nuthatch during the migration period. 
Henry and llse Dunbar watched a pair of House Wrens bring of f  o brood of young 
on fhe lote date of Sep 7 .  The incident took place a t  their residence in  Lornontville, 
Ulster Co. The Carolina Wren may have suffered o setback from earlier in the 
year as the number of Summer and Fall records are considerably below those of last 
year. Robins were abundant in many areas of Ulster Co. all through November, 
opparently influenced by the stable weather and seed crop. Nowhere in the region 
were the Bluebirds considered numerous. A first Fall rcord for the Blue-gray Gnot- 
catcher in  Ulster Co. was made by Henry D ~ ~ n b a r ,  when he discovered one on Sep 
1 1 neor Lomontville. 

Vireos - Warblers: Down in  lower Rockland Co. David H i l l  heard a White- 
eyed Vireo singing on Aug 30, which is late for the species. On Nov 29 a male 
Blue-winged Warbler fell victim to a cat neor Cross River, Westchester and ended 
up, not in  the cat's stomach, but in  Stanley Grierson's study connection. The Cope 
May Warbler is often missed in the Fall migration but  this season it was observed 
i n  both Rockland and Ulster. Last record was a t  West Nyack, Rocltland on Sep 
1 1  (Jean Kolars). Some observers felt tho: the Oct migration o f  Myrtle Warblers 
was very poor bur was more or less compensated for by considerable movement 
during Nov. Many of these late birds wil l  undoubtedly winter. A migrating 
Northern Water-thrush through Pierpont, Rccltlond Co. on Sep 5 set an early date 
for its orrival (B. Deed). A Connecticut Warbler was found dead i n  Toppan, Rock- 
land Co, on Oct 10 (H.  Babcoclc). In general the flights of Warblers seemed to be 
about normal. 

Blackbirds - Sparrows: A female Baltimore Oriole was found staying about the 
Ponclchcckie section of lower Kingston, in  Ulster Co, during the latter half of Nov 
(Arthur Cragin). A Dickcissel wos seen in  Katonah, Westchester on Oct 25 by 
Allan and Polly Pope and another was checked by Henry and llse Dunbar during 
latter Nov while a t  a feeding station in  Hurley, Ulster Co. The Evening and Pine 
Grosbeolcs come down late and were not abundant during this period. Pine Siskins, 
likewise, showed no abundance, Mrs. Richard Weindling observed an Oregon 
Junco in  West Nyack on Nov 6.  Martha Earl banded her first Lincoln's Sparrow 
on Sep 1 1  a t  Blooming Grove, Orange Co, oncl four more subsequently. One was 
seen a(. Naponach, Ulster Co. on Sep 20 (C. Young). Two Lincoln's were seen on 
Oct 1 a t  the Tr i  Loba Hi l l  Sanctuary, Katonah, Westchester Co. (R~ l th  & Ston 
Grierson), and two more were banded by llse Dunbar on Oct 9 in  Lomontville, Ulster 
Co. Mabel Litt le added to her l i fe list the Lapland Longspur, seen on Oct 21 near 
Cormel, Putnarn Co., among some sparrows. A good observation! 

Accord I 

REGION 10 - MARINE 
JOHN J. ELLIOTT 

Warm wcathcr continued through October and into the last week of 
Novcmbcr following a surnrncr of consistent rainfall sutFicient for goc~d seed 
; ~ n c l  bcrrY crops. This co~iclitiog favored the fairly large sparrow 
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,lit11 Juncos, Chipping and Field Sparrows appearing al~unclantlp ancl linger- 
illg ill LIE ~~rocluctive weed 1~tcI les  a t  Jo~les Beach and elsewhere near 
the coast. 

The highlight of the season came after a week of unsettled weathe1 and 
fog in inid-August when 'I3 Wood Ibises a p p m ~ c l  oiler the farm of Roy 
~ ~ t h a m  at Orient. Bettcr t h a n  usual observations wcrc marlc for Cory's 
Sl~earwater~, and a particularly good Jacger flight was rccorded with a 
nucleus oft' Shinneeoclt Inlet From early A u g ~ ~ s t  which lasted for about a 
,nonth (G. Raynor). A maximu111 Flock of 150 Snow Geese was reported 
from Flushing, a dozen or so records of Percgrin Falcon ancl about a hun- 
dred of' Pigeon 1--1awk came in, 

Such rarities as Yellow Rail, Curlew Sandpiper, Buff-breasted Santlpiper 
and all three phalaropes were reported. Many species of the larger land 
llirds cilme t h r o ~ ~ g h  in Sair numlm~s, 11ut both cucltocx, Phoebes, both KinR- 
lets, Swainson's ancl Gray-checltccl Thrushes, Rcd-eyccl Vireos, Magnolia 
a l ~ d  B1acltl)urnian Warblers, Redstarts and Scarlet Tanagers al~peasecl clown 
ill numbers. A good flight of Robins, Myrtle Warblers, Golclfi~lches and 
S1~a~.rows and later SII~LV Buntings helpccl fill out the migration. 

Loons- Rails: Both Common and Red-throated Loons and Horned Grebes 
appeared regularly through Nov; no Red-necked Grebes, few petrels, no pelicans 
reported. Shearwaters were recorded from severol locations on the South Shore of 
Eastern Long lslond from Montoulc to  Moriches in  Aug ond Sep (mostly Cory's), 
and also a t  Jones Beoch into late Oct. Although generally regarded as fewer in 
numbers than in former years, some 48 Common Egrets and 43 smaller white 
herons entered the rorost a t  East Moriches, Aug 30 (G. Roynor). Last egrets: 
Common a t  Jomaico Bay, Nov 22; three Snowy Egrets, some location, Nov 1 8  
(J. Mayer); also Common Egret a t  Gilgo, Nov 22 (Baldwin Bird Club); one or two 
records of Louisiana Heron in lote Aug. A Cattle Egret was seen at  Montaulc Point 
on the morning of: Nov 1 1 (P. Buckley) and before sunset, one (possibly the some 
bird) was found on o posture lot 2 miles to the west with several horses and bulloclcs 
(Mrs. J. Elliott). 

No Wood Ibis records west of Moriches, but on the day that 13 were seen by 
Roy Latham a t  Orient, 10 were observed a t  nearby East Marion (E. Morgan) ond 
slightly further west by P. Stoutenburg; also about the same dote 10 were seen 
flying due north o mile east of Center Moriches (B. Brady); the last record, a single 
bird was found a t  East Moriches, Aug 3 0  and seen by numerous observers (G. Raynor). 

Glossy Ibis, Lawrence, Sep 1, one (J. Bull). Wood Duck, Northport, Sep 9, 
three (E. Mudge). Duck count, Jamoica Bay Sanctuory, mid-Nov: 300 Canvosbaclcs, 
nine Oldsquow, 400 Ruddy Ducks, 14 Hooded Mergansers, five Common Mergansers 
(Mayer). Mox imum Snow Goose, 150 at  LaGuardia Field, late Nov (E. Simon); 
eight Snow Geese a t  Sogaponock, Nov 23 and six a t  Shinnecock Bay, Nov 2 0  
(R. Wilcox). Red-tailed Hawk, Lloyds Harbor, Sep 28, five (J. Ricks); otherwise, 
Buteos rather scarce - Brood-winged at  Woodmere, Sep 20 (Baldwin Bird Club). 
Hawk flight, Oct 13 a t  Jones Beoch: five Shorp-shinned, one Cooper's, three Osprey, 
14 Pigeon Hawks (M. Levine). About one dozen Peregrine Falcons possed through, 
with a maximum of three in  one doy, principally in Oct; another small f l ight  at  
Jones Beach, Nov 1: 10 Pigeon Hawks and three Sparrow Hawks; several Gallinules 
reported on western Long Island. N o  Black Rail, but one Yellow Roil at Jamaica 
Bay, Nov 6 (Moyer). 

Plovers - Owls: Good f l ight  of Semipalmated and Block-bellied Plovers, no 
Wilson's reported. Golden Plover: Mecox, Aug 30, three, on@ Orient, Sep 14, 40 
(G. Raynor); Moriches, Sep 1, two (A. Penberthy, M. Levine); Hook Pond, Sep 13, 18 
(Queens Co. Bird Club). Six Common Snipe daily, Seaford (E. Morgan). A good 
flight of 18 Solitary Sondpipers, Jam Bay, early Sep (Moyer, Rose), five Willet, Jom 
Bay, Oct 1 8  (A. 0. U. Field Trip); Curlew Sandpiper, Jam Bay, Cep 7, one (Bull, 
G. Carleton, Mayer); Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Jam Bay, Aug 29, one (Mayer, Rose); 
latest Pectoral Sandpipers: Lawrence, Oct 26, 10; fair f l ight of Hudsonian Godwits, 
fewer Marbled, a t  Jam Bay and Moriches; al l  three Phalaropes reported: Wilson's 
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early Sep into Oct; Northern, one on Oct 27; one Red, Nov 2 (Moyer), 0 1 1  at 
Jamaica Bay. 

Jaeger Flight of both Pomorine and Parasitic noted from Aug 2, from 10 to 20 
individuals (about equal for both species) for about a month, with nucleus at 
Shinnecock Inlet (Raynor). Jaegers were observed a mile or two offshore for a week 
later than those seen on shore observation points (A. Cooley). Practically no white. 
winged gulls observed; good f l ioht  of Bonaparte's on South Shore; 25 at Jones 
Beach, Nov 2 2  (Baldwin Bird Club); 2 0  a t  Shinnecoclc Inlet, Nov 27 (Wilcox) 
There was o rather poor f l ight of Forster's Terns; one Caspian, Fire Island, Sep 18 
with one Roseate and 20 Blocks (A. Alperin); one Caspian a t  Moriches Inlet, Sep 1 
(Raynor). Practically a complete lack of hurricane disturbances, except for one 
deflected hurricane, resulted in no southern accidentals this fall. Maximum Block 
Skimmers: 300  a t  Jam Bay, late Sep (Mayer). One Alcid record: dead Dovekie 
Moriches Bay, Nov 15 (Wilcox); very few Cuclc~os reported; Barn Owl doily at  ~onei 
Beach in Nov (Queens Co. Bird Club); seven Short-eared OWIS a t  Spring Creek, Ocr 
20 (Mayer). Sow-whet records: Cedarhurst, Oct 21, one picked up alive, brought 
to Bronx Zoo died later (Bull); Short Beach, Nov 8, one (Bull, Carleton); from Nov 1 
to 15 two ~ i c k e d  up in Mossapequa and one a t  Oceanside brought to Tockopousho 
Preserve (Morgan). 

Goatsuckers - Shrikes: Maximum Nighthawks, Sep. 13, 17 a t  ManOrville 
(Raynor) latest Nighthawk, one on Nov 8 o t  ldlewild (Moyer); several Red-heoded 
Woodpecker records: two a t  idlewild, Sen 12 (Mayer): one a t  Tiano Life-saving 
Station, Sep 27 (Wilcox). Black-backed Woodoeclcer, Central Park. N. Y. C,, one 
doily in  Nov. Flight of Kinabirds a t  Savville, with 7 5  on Sep 16 (Alperin); Western 
Kingbird, Woodmere, Sep 20; one at  Riis Park, Nov 2, with several in between. 
Soy's Phoebe, Gilgo, Sep 6, one (Buckley, Reqtivo): Crested Flycatcher, Moriches, 
Nov 8 (Wilcox). Red-breasted Nuthatch f l ipht  iinht; 12 Brown Cree~ers, l'iana 
during Oct (Wilcox). Sage Thrasher, Tiana, Oct 18, 19, second record for species 
east of Mississippi (Wilcox, Raynor, D. Puleston, Fliiott, Word). Several Mockingbird 
records. Exceptionally few wrens seen; Hermit Thrush, about 50  percent of normal; 
Bluebird f l ight  meager; more Ruby-crowned than Golden-crowned Kinglets; procti- 
cally no early fal l  Water Pipits. A few Loggerhead Shrikes were observed in eorly 
fall, bu t  no Northern to date. 

Vireos - Warblers: Red-eyed left early, no abundance: two Solitary Vireos. 
Jones Beach, Oct 18 (Elliott, Ward); Philadelphia Vireo, Tiana, three on Sep 27 
(Wilcox). Yellow and Black and White Warblers passed through early; there was 
a small f l ight  of warblers a t  Mastic, Aug 17 with Block and White and Canada 
reported (John T. Nichols). (Note: This wil l  be the last f ield record for The King- 
bird o f  this famous Long Island ornithologist who died last month). Ten species of 
warblers were observed a t  Woodmere, Sep 2 0  (Ba'dwin Bird Club). A Golden- 
winged Warbler was observed a t  Taclcapausha Preserve, Sep 2 0  (Levine), ond a 
Brewster's Warbler a t  Massapequo, Sep 6 (Elliott). The Tennessee Warbler flight 
was poor on eastern Long Island, as was the Nashville, Chestnut-sided, Blackpoll, 
Black-throated Green and Prairie. There was a good f l ight  of Cape May Warblers. 
Myrtle Warblers appeared about normal; late Ovenbird a t  Seaford to Nov 2 (Elliott); 
Mourning Warbler rather scarce, one a t  Idlewild, Aug 3 0  (Mayer) Hooded Warbler 
was found a t  Taclcopausho, Sep 20 and a late Prairie a t  Jones Beach on NOV 22 
(Carleton, Levine); Canada Warbler arrived early and one lingered into late Oct at 
Smithtown. Latest Redstart, Jones Beach, Nov 22, one (Carlton, Levinel. 

Blackbirds - Sparrows: Bobolinks passed through in  Sep; last Orchard Oriole, 
one a t  ldlewild Sep 8 (Mayer). First Rusty Blackbird, one a t  Shinnecock Bay, Oct 
4 (Wilcox). Scarlet Tanager scarce, no Western Tanager to date; Blue Grosbeak: 
Coptree, Aug 19, one (A l~er in ) ;  one a t  Idlewild, Oct 18 (Mayer, Rose); Indigo 
Bunting, Jones Beach, Oct 18, one (Baidwin Bird Club); one, Oct 10, Tiana (Wilcox); 
Dickcissel: several records, Tiana to Riis Pork, Sep 2 0  to Oct 24; there was a large 
f l ight  o'f Juncos, a good number of White-crowned and White-throated Sparrows ond 
a lesser one of Field and Chipping Sparrows. The latest good record of White- 
crowned: Montauk, Nov 16, 12 in  o flock (Morgan). Maximum Lark Sparrows: 
three a t  Jones Beach, Sep 13 (Levine) and a Lark Sparrow and two Vesper Sparrows, 
Oct 18 (A. 0. U. Field Trip). A dead Lincoln's Sparrow was found at  Boldwln, 
Oct 12; only record to dote of Lapland Longspur, Spring Creek, Nov 3 (Mayer, Rose). 
First Snow Buntings: Shinnecock, Oct 3 1  (Wilcox). Increase to 3 0  a t  Montouk, 
Nov 11 (Elliott) and 42  a t  Shbrt Beach, Nov 16 (Levhe). 

3994 Park Ave., Seaford, Long Island, N. Y. 
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R E P O R T I N G  R E G I O N S  

For descriptions of Regions see Kingbird Vol. IV, Nos. 1 and 2 

GROW BERRIES 
FOR T H E  BIRDS ! 

Complete Stocks of  Naturalistic Plantings 
EVERGREENS e SHRUBS e TREES e VINES 

Send for Free List: "Plants Most Attractive to Birds" 
MICHIGAN AUDUBON SOCIETY SERVICE DEPT. 

DUTCH MOUNTAIN NURSERY 
Att'n. Cliff Walters 

Route 1, Box 167, Augusta, Michigan 

"If You're Too Busy to Plant a Tree-You're Just Too Busy!" 
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